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| TF:

Wl conme Dr Farhat-Hol zman to the Infidel Task Force and thank you for taking the tine
to chat with us. You come with major credentials and 1\222m sure the readers will enjoy
this colum

Dr. Farhat - Hol znman
I am delighted to have found you\227and been found by youl!

| TF:

When soneone hears about a wonan living in lran, the imges that imrediately spring

to mind are of Sally Field in the novie: \223Not Wthout My Daughter\224. Tell us pl ease
how you were introduced to Iran

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman

| met ny lranian husband at UCLA, and in graduate school, he received a Ford
Foundation Grant to study Persian Court Music (an ancient and lovely tradition that
was rapidly disappearing). W spent two years in Iran, living with his fanmly and
giving birth to our first child.

Hs famly, being old aristocracy, was nothing like the terrible famly of the young
worman in \223Not Wthout My Daughter.\224 M/ experience was during the post World War |
peri od when the young Shah finally roused hinself to engage in nodernization projects
(sonething his father had done as the first nodernizer after centuries of decay). M

t hen- husband\ 222s family were patriotic, eager to see Iran get out fromunder the thral
of Islam and they wel comed ne\227their educated and curious Anerican daughter-in-|aw.
Adding to nmy luck: | had an anmazi ng and uni que not her-in-law who was vi brant,

beautiful, and wi se, and we took to each other and were friends until her premature
death right after the Islamc Revolution

My experience was very different fromthat of the Sally Field character who went to
Iran at the wong tinme and into the worst kind of fam|y\227pi ous nerchant cl ass peopl e.

Years after my marriage ended, | was sent to Iran on a project that involved
cross-cultural training\227and this was during a period that the revolution was brew ng.
| didtry to notify my Congressman at the time and the State Departnment lran Chair

but I was not believed. | was being politically incorrect, it seens.

| TF:
When you first set eyes on the | andscape and the peopl e, what went through your m nd?
WAs it excitenent, anmzenent or possibly fear?

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman

The | andscape around Tehran | ooked nuch |ike that of Utah\227a reality that many Iranian
students recogni zed as they were sent to school in Uah to study agriculture. Qur

arrival was sonething of a fanmily event\227and we were nuch wel comed and (bei ng

pregnant) fussed over. As | learned Farsi, and as we travel ed around the country, |
became much nmore confortable. | fell in love with Esfahan, the old Capital, a city
that I found as beautiful as Florence, Italy. And Shiraz, a 7,000 foot city full of

orange bl ossons and wildflowers in the countryside around it, was the hone of sone of

I ran\ 222s nost fanmpous poets\227much | oved by everyone. The Caspian Sea region (finally fr
ee

of malaria by the government eradication program) was as beautiful as Hawaii\227forested

nmount ai ns and green rice and tea fields. | never travel ed anywhere that | had to wear
a veil. Mdern wonen did not do that then
| TF:

The Infidel Task Force is a mmjor supporter of wonmen\222s rights around the world. W
see everyday how wonen are treated in the Islamc countries and it can be repul sive
and degrading. | think you can see where | amgoing with this, and | would |ike you
to give us an overview on how the Iranian wonen lived at that time compared to how
they are treated today.



Dr. Farhat - Hol zman:

| was in lran at the height of nodernization, and | did not know any wonen who wore a
chador (head-to-toe cloak); | only saw themon villagers and the urban poor. At one
time, only prostitutes wore them (a story pushed by the government). This situation
has been reversed.

Today, young woren increasingly defy the government, pushing their headscarves
further back on their heads and wearing tight and nore revealing clothing. They never
know from day to day when the religious nmorality thugs will beat themfor this, but
they do it anyway.

| TF:
How di d the Pahl avi governnent engage in the educational aspect of the Iranian wonen
and was there any attenpt to nodernize |Islamas conpared to Iran today?

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman:

The Pahl avi Dynasty (Reza Shah and his son) were deternmined to emanci pate wonen to

Eur opean standards. The upper classes were the first to do so\227but increasingly this
noverent was pi cked up by the burgeoning mddl e class of professionals and the nore
prosperous merchants. Bright girls were sent abroad to school (I personally knew one
village girl who | ater becane an engi neer\227but there were many others.)

The young wonmen who were caught up in what they thought was a wonderful socialist
revol ution found out quickly what the Ayatollah and his cabal planned for them The
marri age age was once nore | owered, conplete veiling mandated (viol ators puni shed),
and such customs as cutting off hands and stoning adulteresses were revived in rura
ar eas.

Mandat ory brai nwashi ng and hours of religious training replaced normal schoo
subj ect s\ 227much resented by many students, but difficult to defy.

| TF:
If you were to teach us one inportant factor of Iranian culture past and present,
what would that factor be? Are you still in contact with individuals there and do

you have any desire to return to Iran?
Dr. Farhat - Hol znan:

I would say that Iran (Persia) is far older than Islam and that it has a conti nuing
identity that even the Ayatollah was not able to wi pe out\227although he tried. This is

a country with arts, literature, and governnent practices that were the nodel for
much of the ancient world. They were rivals of the G eeks and Romans\227and | ater
Byzanti nes---and the educated still know this. The great national epic: The Shahname

(Book of Kings) was witten in the 10th century while Persia was under Mislim
occupation. The |anguage was deliberately Persian, elimnating as much as possible

any Arabic words, and the story tracks lran\222s identity from nythical beginnings unti
the Arab invasion. This marvelous work is still read by story-tellers all over
Iran\227and is on Radio Tehran daily for people to do their exercises to its drunbeats
and poetry.

And no, | have no desire to go back until the Islam c governnent is gone. Wen that
happens, | have promsed to lead a tour to the real Iran
| TF:

The Infidel Task Force has a contributor living in lran. He tells us that currently,
sentinment towards the western world or specifically Anericans, is running about 50%
against. | believe many of our readers would |like to know how did the Iranian people
feel about Anericans during your tinme there as opposed to what is happening in Iran

t oday.

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman:

| have heard that the US is the npbst popular country in the world to Iranians today.
What their governnment hates, they love. | don\222t know who your consultant is\227but |
really doubt that assessnent.

After World War 11, lranians loved the US, primarily because we had never done
anything to them not the case with the Russians and the British, both of whom were
hated. That changed after the abortive coup of Mdssadegh was put down. Anerica

repl aced the British as the hated country\227despite anyone with noney sending their
children to school here. Now we are |oved again



| TF:

Dr Farhat - Hol zman, you say that your perspective on radicalized Islamis a

conbi nati on of donestic experience, professional experience and your background as a
historian. Can you clarify that statement? Did you ever experience the radical aspect
of Islan®

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman:

Except for the occasional mdnight phone call and letters to the editor conpl aining
about nmy newspaper columms, | have never been personally threatened. One tine in San
Francisco, | was |lecturing about \223The War Inside of |slam 224 at the Comonweal t h
cl ub\227and a group of Islamists attended (including wonen in full hijab) and they
tried to disrupt the talk. The audi ence threw them out.

| TF:

As a professor of Islamc Cvilization, how was the subject received by your Muslim
students as conpared to your Anerican students? | assunme you did have Muslim
students. WAs there ever a case of vocalized mlitancy?

Dr. Farhat - Hol znman:

| had no Muslimstudents, but | did have plenty of students from Ml aysia and

| ndonesi a, Chinese Christians, and a few Hi ndus, who had no problemw th what | was
teaching. And in those days, | was much kinder to Islamthan | amtoday. However,
in one of ny classes, | had the students read The Satanic Verses by Sal mon Rushdi e.
A Muslim student not in nmy class buttonholed ne in the hall to ask why | would teach
such a hateful book that was so unkind to Islam | told himto cone back after he
read the book, not before he had even opened it. He backed off.

| TF:

A growi ng nunber of people in the United States feel that America is under siege by
radi cal Islamic |eaders attenpting to dismantle the US Constitution and replace it
with Shariah Law. This is actually docunented in some of your papers. Do you feel it
is areal possibility? Or are we Americans truly protected by the Constitution?

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman:

| think there are Islamists who would like to see this, but it is not going to
happen. W are not only protected by the Constitution, but by the increasingly ugly
behavi or of Islam sts who think they can do this by force. They not only have
pushback fromus, but fromthe majority of secular Miuslins (such as Iranian

i mm grants) who will have none of it.

| TF:
Lastly Dr. if you were to say which country is in the nost danger of beconming totally
controlled by radicalized Islam sts, which one would that be?

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman:
Pakistan. | really fear for them And | amnot terribly happy with what i s happening
to Egypt either.

| TF:

Dr. Farhat-Hol zman, the followi ng three questions may be a bit personal. If you w sh
to by pass themthat would be fine. Wat was the cultural difference between your
husband\ 222s Iranian famly and yours and did it put a strain on your marriage?

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman:

No. The cultural differences were not an issue between us. My marriage fail ed because
ny husband was a ronmanatic who loved falling in love, but not staying in |ove. He was
al ways | ooking for the perfect wonen\227a process that gave himfour narriages, none of
whi ch succeeded. This characteristic is not unique to Iranians, alas.

| TF:

VWhen you made the decision to nmove to Iran, what kind of nmental preparation and self
convincing did you have to go through to do it? O was it sonething perforned on

whi n?

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman:

| never noved to Iran. It was al ways understood that we were visiting Iran as
graduate students on a project\227and we |left after the project was conpleted. Wen I
went back years later, it was also for a project. | never considered living there.



| TF:

Wth respect on raising children in an Islamc society, were your children raised in
atotally Islamic fashion or a nore Western slant? At what point are male and fenal e
children separated in an Islamc country?

Dr. Far hat - Hol zman

None of this applied. M children were reared here. Both ny son and daughter had a
short period of staying with their father (I thought they should have that
experience) but they returned to resunme their schooling here. Since the famly |
married into was nmerely nonminally Miuslim none of the horrors of Islamic child
rearing applied. |Islamnever played a role.

| TF:
Thank you very much for comng, Dr Farhat-Hol zman. 1\222m sure our readers will want you
to cone back for another chat. Wuld you do that for us?

Dr. Farhat - Hol zman
O course! And thank you.



