Village Justice in India Doesn\222t Belong in a Mddern Country.
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We hear all the tinme that India is the world\222s | argest denocracy. Certainly by
denographics, this is so, but by quality, they are not good enough. However, the good
news is that India\222s underbelly is no |onger hidden; world press has caught up, and
decent M ddle d ass urban |Indians are outraged.

India continues to have too many published cases of gang rape and abuse of wonen. It
is good that these are now in the open, but how nmany thousands nore cases never make
it to the light of day?

On January 24, police reported that a 20-yeat-old woman was gang-raped on the orders
of a village council because she fell in love with a man froma different ethnic
group. The AP report said that 12 suspects and the head of the council have been
arrested for this attack. The worman told police that she | ost count of how nany nen
raped her (reported from her hospital bed).

It is heartening that this has not only been reported, but reported by the police
thensel ves (not always so in the past). TV news reports have al so wei ghed in. The
worman i s a nenber of an ethnic tribal group and the man is a Muslimfrom a

nei ghboring village. The young nman came to her village to propose nmarriage, but the
villagers were not having it. They tied both to a tree while they decided their fate.
The young man had the nobney to pay a fine and was rel eased. The girl had no noney, so
the village sentenced her to gang rape, a sentence they carried out.

It is bad enough when gang rapists are just street thugs, as was the case of the
nedi cal student whose gang rape ended in her death. It is bad enough to have young
bri des burned and nurdered by their in-laws because they want a new bride and new
dowy. Acid attacks by rejected suitors is another too frequent horror. A teenage
girl in a Calcutta suburb was gang-raped for two days in a row and set on fire when
she refused to withdraw a police conplaint. She died. Earlier in January, a Danish
touri st was gang-raped in New Del hi by a gang when she stopped to ask for directions
to her hotel. This is nonstrous, but for rape to be used as a judicial punishnment
goes beyond all horrors.

Village councils are the rule in rural India, especially anong tribal societies
(non-H ndu). They have a horrible record for abuse of wonmen, and the Nationa
Federation of |ndian Wonen said that such councils destroy wonen\222s rights. The
problemis that Indian | aw gi ves wonen rights, but the culture does not. The West
Bengal government where nost of these village councils flourish should start
prosecuting them

The burgeoning m ddl e cl ass has nmuch to be angry about. India is devel oping very
unevenl y---by | eaps and bounds in training a superb engi neering and entrepreneuria
class---but lagging in such basic anenities as clean water, sewage di sposal, decent
public schools, and nodernization of the dilapidated infrastructure. The sight of
bodies jamed into antiquated trains (with a poor record of safety) and even worse,
to see the nmllions who flock for a religious observance of bathing in the Ganges
River (a river so polluted it can be snelled frommnles away) are sights that shock
nodern people. The new prine mnister, M. Mdi, promses to clean it up. Lots of

[ uck.

I ncome inequality we hear so nmuch about in the USis far nore blatant in India.

Al t hough caste is illegal today, it is still alive in behavior. Donestic help and
common | abor are so cheap that people treat scorn and abuse them |Indian dipl omats
(like some fromthe Muslimworld) bring their servants with themand treat themas if
they were in their honeland. The recent arrest of an Indian consular official in New
York was net with outrage by the Indian press, but there was no outrage over how her
servant had been treated.

I hope Narendra Mddi can do nore than just talk
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