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Not only are borders shifting wildly in today’'s Mddle East reshuffle, but alliances
are too. One needs a scorecard to determ ne who are friends today and enenies
tomorrow. This is not a new problemin the Mddle East; it is a historic fact of
life.

The greatest acconplishnment of the Prophet Mohammad was to unify what had been
anarchic tribes in the Arab Peninsula. The process of unification was brutal, but
there was no other way to do it. Truces were only tenporary and surrender had to be
total . However, inmediately after the death of Mhanmmad, the great gulf opened again
The Prophet left no will, so it was up to his close followers to determ ne
successi on.

The majority of these nen, one generation renoved from nomadi sm followed their usua
custom arrive at consensus and pick the | eader they thought nost capable. But anobng
these | eaders, nost rel ated one way or another to the Prophet, was Mhanmad s
favorite, his cousin and son-in-law, Ali. Ali’'s faction (Shiite) thought that
successi on shoul d be through the cl osest bl oodline of Mohammad. They lost in the
first round, and it took several nore consensus elections until Ali was chosen

Two years into his reign as Caliph, he was assassi nated. (Few Caliphs died as old nen
in their beds.) H's sons contested the next najority choice and they chall enged the
next Caliph in a battle on the plains of Mesopotam a (today’ s Iraq) and were al npst
entirely wi ped out. Those foll owers who did survive never got over losing this battle
and they have not gotten over it yet.

The winning (and | argest) group in Islamis Sunni and the nminority (today 15 percent)
is Shiite (party of Ali). The Shiites have fragnented further, including the Sufis
(nmystics), the majority of whomlive in Bangladesh with some in Pakistan and Turkey.

Today, Sunnis and Shiites who live together peaceably only under a dictator, are at
each other’'s throats again. To conplicate matters further, Iranians are the |argest
Shiite majority country, but lrag, which was once a mgjority Sunni country, has over
time had a popul ati on expl osion of Shiites. Although it |ooks as if Iran can totally
control lrag’'s new Shiite identity, don’'t count onit. lraqgi Shiites are Arabs and
Iranian Shiites are Persians; no |ove |ost.

The Sunni world is also fragnmenting once nore, not only into tribal affiliations, but
also into differing versions of Islam The crazy Islanmist cult, ISIS (or ISIL, which
has del usions of creating a new Caliphate) is nomnally Sunni. 1In lraq, it is to the
tenmporary advantage of Sunnis to join with ISIS, but that will not last for long. The
secul ar and nmi nstream Sunnis do not want to be under the rule of Muslimfanatics
such as ISIS or |ISIL.

The Saudis are in a particularly awkward position. Their version of Islamis as
severe as that of the Islamsts, but the Islam sts are not interested in Saud
theol ogy as much as they detest Saudi practices (puritanical Islamcorrupted by
unlimted noney). The Islanmsts (Al Qaida, et al) and the Saudis detest each other

Yenmen is faced by Islanist attacks, tribal nilitancy, and a water emergency so severe
that the capital m ght have to nove. Their biggest problemis popul ati on expl osion, a
problemthat will be taken care of by the ensuing anarchy, |ack of water, and
starvati on.

Iran and the Saudi s detest each other and are in sharp conpetition for regiona

i nfluence. Both countries are tottering: the Saudis politically and Iran
denographically (low birthrate and dwindling water). But they both hate Al Qaeda. The
Saudis will even privately cooperate with Israel in fear of Iran and terror cults.

Meanwhi |l e, Israel watches all the chaos around them and finds that their best option
is to be vigilant but hope that these factions all w pe each other out.

Christians in the region need to get out before they are conpletely extermni nated.
Sorry, you Presbyterians wanting to boycott Israel. You suffer from warped val ues.
Visit the Mddl e East and see what happens when you say you are Christian, except in
| srael.
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