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These three books treat one inportant subject that dom nated 20th century history:
the rise, fall, and influence of Germany\222s Nazi sm

Eri k Larson has the remarkable ability to wite solid history as though it were
fiction. He selects issues so significant that they are page-turners, but there is
nothing in his books that cannot be substantiated by the letters, menoires, or other
docunents of the participants of the events at the tine.

The Garden of Beasts is essential for our understanding of one of the npbst inportant
nysteries of the 20th century. How could a country as cultured, educated, and

sophi sticated as Germany permit itself to be taken over by a group of thugs with
scarcely a nurnur?

It did not happen with scarcely a nurnur. The takeover was far nore conpl ex than
that, and this book provides us with an inside view of a seminal year, 1933-34, in
whi ch this takeover could have gone either way. The main inside viewis that of a
particularly able observer: WIlliamE. Dodd, Chairman of the H story Departnent of
the University of Chicago, appointed by President Roosevelt as Ambassador to Germany
after Roosevelt was turned down by several other nore |likely (wealthy) candidates.

Dodd was certainly not one of the usual old boys\222 club appointees. He was, however,
di stingui shed historian, had gone to the university in Germany and was fluent in
German, had fond nenories of the country, and pronised to be eyes and ears for the
president of the weird events of the new Nazi reginme roiling Germany.

He set out for Berlin with his famly, including another inportant eye-w tness, his
grown daughter, Martha, a well-educated and sexual ly-1liberated airhead who "fell in

| ove" with a succession of beaux including the newy appointed head of the Gestapo,
the French Anbassador, and a Russian who turned out to be the head of the NKVD

Al t hough her romantic judgnent was poor, her diary entries and those of her |overs
are extrenely interesting!

The title of the book is also significant. The Garden of Beasts is a translation of
Tiergarten, the main park in Berlin, around which npst of the enbassies were |ocated
and where Anmbassador Dodd wal ked each day. It was al so a pl ace where someone
observed: Germans | ove ani mals! Their dogs and horses are so |loved, fed, tal ked to!
Much better than they treat their children and each other

The Dodds arrived in Germany with mxed views of the Nazi governnent. Dodd was
skeptical fromthe start, quite certain that this was a tenporary anonaly. However,
Martha was, as were many Anericans of her class at the tine (such as Charles

Li ndberg), an enthusiast. She |oved what she considered the vitality of the "new
Germany. " The bl ond, healthy, young Germans striding around; the cleanliness; the
seeming return to work fromthe desperation of the prior depression; all this seened
good to her.

And like her class of Americans, she was theoretically anti-Semtic. She didn\222t hate

Jews; just thought that "they had too much power" in the United States. But this

di sli ke didn\222t stop the Dodds fromrenting an amazing mansion in the Tiergarten
region for next to nothing! Lovely mansions were available in that nei ghborhood that
bel onged to Jews suddenly deciding to | eave Gernany. How fortunate.

a

Dodd left his post in 1937, just before "Kristalnacht,” in which Gernmany\222s intentions

for the Jews left no doubt. In this book, the Dodds, particularly Ambassador Dodd,
goes through a transformation frommldly anti-Senmitic to a Paul Revere, by the end
of his tour of duty in 1937, warning that the Nazis were going to take on all of
Europe and planned to rmurder all the Jews. He was greeted with disbelief by the



Anerican isolationists---only to be proven right by 1941.

One | ast thought about a civilized country going bad: | have a hard tine reconciling

Ger many\ 222s actions in both World War | and Il in being the first to break the rul es of
civilized behavior. Germany was the first to use poison gas. They were the first to

use submarines to attack civilian ocean liners. The first to use dirigibles to drop
bonbs on cities. Al this in Wrld War |. In Wrld War Il1---the first to bonmb urban
targets and, of course, genocide (Turkey did it first, but they were not European).

Larson is a master witer. This is an inportant book
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In 1989, the Berlin Wall fell, a dramatic end to the cold war between the west and
the Soviet Union. Shortly thereafter, the Soviet Union collapsed too, greatly
reduci ng the size and power of what had been a de facto Russian Enpire.

Thi s nmonunental event, when analyzed later fromthe accunul ated archives, shares with
many such events a confluence of accidents, m stakes, and uni ntended consequences.
Hi storians who present events as predictable and inevitable are mssing the mark.

The Noverber 9th fall of the wall surprised everybody. O ficials who could have
prevented this were either ill, traveling, or otherw se indecisive. In the book, we
neet the players: the young radicals, the Stasi officer on duty at the wall that

ni ght, and the Politburo nmenber who decided to open the wall to a press conference
that included (by chance) Tom Brokaw from NBC News. As crowds massed, nobody seened
to know what to do. This had not been the case for decades, when an East Gernan
citizen daring to cross into the West usually ended with death or inprisonment.

The Fall of the Berlin Wall should rem nd us of the confluence of events that
triggered the French Revol ution, the Russian Revol ution, and (not yet acknow edged)
the Iranian Revol ution.

This should also be a reminder to all tyrants that they cannot count on their
oppression to keep people permanently in line. Oppressors do fall

Not only did this inprisonnent of the East Gernman popul ation col |l apse during one

ni ght, but the reuni on of East and West Germany has been so successful that Gernmany
is now being |led by two East Gernmans, the nost fampus of whomis Angela Merkel. Under
Cor bachev, the Soviet Union was al ready going through a reformation, but the coll apse
of the wall overwhel ned this careful process and brought the roof down on the USSR

This is a book worth reading and mulling over how acci dents can change the worl d.

Barry Rubin & Wl fgang G Schwanitz, Nazis, Islam sts, and the Making of the Mdern
M ddl e East, Yale University Press, 2014.

Not |l ong ago, Israel’s president Netanyahu commented in a speech that Hitler was

i nfluenced by his ally, the Palestinian Grand Mufti, Amin al-Husaini, to nurder

rat her than expel Europe’s Jews. There was an inmedi ate uproar that this statenent
was historically incorrect, and that by saying this, he was dimnishing Hitler’'s role
in the Holocaust. It seenms that it was not incorrect, and this book, witten by two
very solid scholars, have not only validated this assessment, but have provi ded
docunents, letters, and photographs hitherto not wi dely avail abl e.

Why should this natter? The Hol ocaust was a Nazi program no natter what the
inspiration for it. But it does matter in another way: it reveals sonething that has
not been w dely understood: the |ong-standing parallel devel opnents during the 1920s
and 30s of a murderous brand of fascismthat allied the Nazis with the Mislimworld.
We see the continuumof this ideology today in the simlarity of ISIS genocida
practices in their conquered territories with those of the Nazis as they ranpaged

t hrough Pol and and Russia. The values are the sane.

The authors spell out their rationale:

"The story of Nazi Germany’s involvenent in the Mddle East has hitherto |argely
been viewed as a dramatic tale of nmight-have-been that was neverthel ess marginal to
M ddl e East history and the course of World War II. |In fact, however, this episode



was central to the nodern history of the Mddle East and continues to reverberate
many decades | ater given its profound effects on Arab nationalism Islamsm and the
course taken by the Pal estinian Arab novenent." [ix}

The rise of the Nazis after Wrld War | paralleled fascist novenents all over the
world at that tinme. Dictatorships blossoned, all sharing the sanme disdain for
denocracy, votes for wonen, and tol erance for some ethnic diversity. The Muslim
world, such as it was (ethnically divided) followed the sane track. Al they had in
conmon were authoritarian rule in their neWly mnted countries, a religion frozen in
the Mddle Ages, and injured pride over their obvious backwardness.

The new Nazi party played on this conmonality, and one charismatic figure who energed

in the Palestinian territory (still under British control) was a man of Circassian
ancestry (bl ond and bl ue-eyed), claimng descent fromthe Prophet Mbhamrad, and
through famly pull, appointed as the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem Al-Husaini was not a

cleric, nor was he pious; he was, however, ferociously anbitious and aspired to
becorme the next Caliph, a dictator over all Mislins. (The last "Caliph" had been the
Qtoman Sultan, both roles abolished when the Gttomans were defeated during Wrld War

1)

Hitler and the G and Mufti becane allies, an alliance ignored in history until now
They nmet several tines and the Nazis protected himthroughout the war, even though
the jihad he prom sed never materialized. Husaini had little luck in organizing an
Arab arny, but he did better with the Muslins of the USSR, |ndia, Afghanistan, and
t he Bal kans, creating Muslimcorps who assisted the Nazis in their hol ocaust.

Husaini was definitely a war crimnal and was on Britain's list for trial and
(hopeful ly) execution. The Swiss would not give himrefuge as Germany fell, but the
French did, out of spite against the British, and they rel eased himto create decades
of Islam st mayhemin the Mddle East. The French did it again when they gave refuge
to the Ayatollah Khoneini. Wthout these two nen, world history would have been very
different.

The great irony here is that the Muslimworld al ways nmanaged to choose | osers: first
the Nazis, and then the Communi sts. Now they are follow ng the |atest |slanp-fascist
cult, ISIS. Saudi money is still supporting that novenent, along with stolen oil
extortion taxes and "lslanic" fines on their conquered subjects, and crimna
enterprises such as human trafficking and drugs. National borders are in meltdown,
hordes of citizens fleeing, and the region’s anarchy nmovi ng gl obal

The connection between the Nazis and the MuslimWrld is alive and well, but is
dooned to the sanme end that the Nazis earned. This is a definitive book on this very
current subject.

These revi ews denonstrate how i mportant Gernmany\222s invol verent was in the worst 20th
century events. Nothing that they did in Wrld War Il was a one-tine only. The seeds
were already planted in Wrld War |, and before that, in the encouragenent of the
Muslim Arab world to revolt against their colonizers (Gtoman, and |ater British and
French) and side with Germany in the world wars and after.

This is a sad observation when one thinks of the wonderful contributions of Gernany
before that to science, music, literature, and phil osophy.



