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Bet ween the 16th and 18th centuries, Europeans engaged in mutual slaughter over
religion: the Catholic-Protestant wars. Religion was not the only issue; the birth of
nati on- st ates added poi sonous nationalismto the fray. The scientific and industria
revol uti ons added another element. Catholic states were fighting a rear-guard action
in defense of the feudal world. The Protestant states, over tine, advanced all the

i deol ogi cal changes that we val ue: participatory governance, religious tolerance,
emanci pati on of women, and an econony that produced middle class majorities.

Fi ghting over borders is straightforward; fighting over ideologies is not. Wen
peopl e are "true believers" in anything, even death is no |onger an inpedinment.

O herwi se rational human bei ngs can becone m ndl ess fanatics seeking the death of al
who do not share their belief and willingness to die for the cause. Suicide bonbers
illustrate this process.

Islamis a religion with no central authority (such as a Pope). Over the centuries,
many different schools (interpretations) of Mslimjurisprudence sprang up as the
religion spread across the globe. But early in the 20th century, a new form of Islam
enmerged, an ideol ogy influenced by Fasci sm and based on reviving the 7th century

| sl am of the Prophet Mbhanmmad and his conpani ons. These fanatics believe that they
nmust revive early Islam 222s mission to convert non-Mislins by force, persuasion, or
terror when necessary, defending every horrifying attack by citing Islamc history
and religious texts.

The new winkle is that they use nodern weaponry, nodern nedicine for their |eaders,
and nodern nmeans of comuni cations and propaganda. Saudi Arabia\222s bonanza of oi
noney has taken this canpaign global, supporting it with noney, nosque buil ding and
staffing, and brai nwashi ng school s throughout the Mislimworld. They unconvincingly
profess alliance with us in our "war against terror."

Ordinary people following Islamare in the mddle of this war. A grow ng nunber of

Muslins living in the west are "cultural” Mislins, |like nost Jews and Christians in
the nodern world. They revere the best in their religions and do not literally
practice the worst. Some do not followreligion at all. But others living around the

worl d are foot-soldiers carrying out terror attacks against ordinary Mislimns,
Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Hi ndus, and nodern states. This is not precisely a
religious war, but it is a war based on one interpretation of that religion. The
terrorists are true believers. The cynical |eaders of ISIS al Qaeda, al Shabab, Boko
Haram Hamas, and others, recruit and brai nmash young nmen and wonen who find out too
late that they have been used. Defection fromthese cults, like defection fromearly
Islam is punished by death. Decapitation has returned fromthe dark ages, along with
sl ave markets.

But there is light at the end of this tunnel. It has been too little noted that the
forces of Muslimnodernity are finally fighting back. The I ong awaited Islamc reform
noverment has begun in the US. Dr. M Zuhdi Jasser has founded the Mislim Reform
Moverent, representing 14 other Muslimreformgroups. Their declaration of principles
i ncl udes human rights, secul ar governance, and rule of western |law This nodern
declaration conflicts with the Cairo "Islamc Declaration of Human Rights,” which
defines human rights as anything that Sharia | aw nandates: child marriage, stoning
for sexual offenses, amputation of linbs for theft, lashing for criticismof the
state, and death for "insulting Islam" Cairo Human Ri ghts are an "alternate systent
that the UN has not chall enged.

This "alternate system' is creating martyrs of wonen, journalists, bloggers,
honbsexual s, judges, and artists. The punishnent for "insulting Islam is death.

A Paki stani court acquitting a Muslimmob of 155 that torched hones in a Christian
nei ghbor hood i n Lahore because a Christian man had supposedly "insulted" the Prophet.
This fits Cairo\222s "Human Ri ghts" standards.

The |sl am sts have overreached. Their attacks on the US, India, Britain, Spain
France, Bel gium Australia, Indonesia, and Germany should rem nd us what Israel has

always known. This is not just an Israeli/Palestinian conflict over turf. It is a
gl obal conflict over whether Western val ues or those of nurderous nihilists wll
prevail. W defeated the Nazis and Communi sts. W will win this one too.
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