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Among primtive humans, the world was frightening and ani mated by benign or hostile
spirits. Qur ancestors feared the power of these unseen forces, believing that
sacrifices could cal mthese spirits. Sacrifices ranged from sharing food (burning
foods so that the snoke could reach the deities) or, in dire circunstances, human
sacrifices to pacify an angry god or goddess.

As we devel oped as a species, these nature spirits evolved into a system of nany gods
and goddess, spelled out with el aborate stories about the origins, relationships, and
favoritismof gods for certain human bei ngs. Pol ytheists were tolerant, willing to
add the gods of strangers anmong them for worship. After all, one never knew\ 205

When nonot hei sm (only one god) canme into the world, people adapted several policies.
The early Hebrew tribes believed that for them there nmust only be their own god
(henotheisn). They did not disbelieve in the other gods, but forbade their worship
among their own people. This changed in 539 BC, after the Jews, held captive in
Babyl oni a, encountered an ol der unique religion, Zoroastrianism wth the belief that
there was indeed only one god, and that he was god of the universe. The Jews becane
nonot hei sts fromthen on.

Christianity, a spinoff of Judaism soon becane a powerful mssionary religion. Their
nunbers grew when converted polytheists were pernmitted to revere their former gods
and goddesses as saints. This decision was essential in the gromh of Christianity as
areligion that could grow beyond tribe (Judaism or enpire (polytheistic Rome). Wen
Rone adopted Christianity (312 AD) as the state religion, their fornmer religious
toleration nelted. Those not accepting the new god and new faith could be seen as
enemies of the state. Religious intolerance becanme the norm

Islamcane into the world in two phases: when the Prophet Mohammad was a m ssionary
seeking to convert his fellow Arabs, his first ten years introducing his new
religion, and the final ten years (622-632 AD) in which he was a warlord, using
terror and force to convert Arabs. The ultimate intolerance built into |Islamwas when
Mohammad expelled all tribes fromArabia that did not accept his newreligion. To
this day, Arabia (Saudi Arabia) bars non-Mislins fromthe country.

Christianity was the first of the great nonotheistic religions to officially abandon
forceful conversion and to begin the I ong process of religious toleration. This cane
after several centuries of religious wars between the Catholics and protesting new
cults (Protestants) when these sects signed a peace treaty (1648). Because
Christianity was al ways separated fromsecular rule, it had constraints on what it
could compel. Sects emerged with very differing interpretations of the faith.

Quakers, in their pacifism are the gentlest face of Christianity. Puritanismwas the
nost dour formof a fear-based Christianity. Nobody was prosecuted for |eaving any
sect or converting to another

The new British colonies in North Anerica quickly norphed from passi onate religious
i deol ogy (Puritan) to the beginnings of tolerance. In 1649, the col ony of Maryl and

passed the Tol eration Act, providing for freedomof worship for all Christians. The
young nation that emerged in 1776, the United State, fromthe start separated faith
fromstate governance. There was no state religion, but every peaceful religion was
permtted to practice. George Washington hinmsel f, gave a speech in the country\222s
first Jewi sh Synagogue wel coming Jews and pronising religious toleration

West ern Europe, beginning with Protestant England, evolved in the 19th century to
recogni ze the rights of peaceful religions to practice and to give full citizenship
rights to Catholics after the Pope in Rone (reluctantly) gave rights to Protestants.
That same pope, however, gathered Rome\222s Jews and | ocked themup again in the Ghetto.

Today, all liberal Denocracies support religious freedom However, China persecutes
religions as destabilizing. Muslimmajority countries, revolting against the

Enli ghtenment, resurrect the worst excesses of nilitant Islam Russia has restored
the Orthodox Church and the state has begun persecuting even Sevent h-Day Adventi sts.
Even pol ythei stic, supposedly secular India persecutes Miuslins and Christians for
insulting H nduism Bad custons are contagi ous.

We nust insist on religious tol erance, but such tol erance nust be reciprocal
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