I ndonesi a\ 222s Endanger ed Denocracy.
Post ed On: Decenber 31, 1969

At the end of the 20th century, it appeared that Denocracy was on a roll. The UN
publ i shed the list of once authoritarian countries joining the roster of

partici patory governnents. It appeared that the US had not only defeated the

Conmuni sts in the Cold War, but had won the war for hearts and m nds. Everyone wanted
to be a nodern denocracy.

An anal ysis by the US Governnent-funded Freedom House (a think tank) showed that
there was not a single liberal denocracy with universal suffrage in the world in
1900, but that in 2000, 120 of the world\222s 192 nations, or 62% were such
denocr aci es.

A key definition here is "liberal" denbcracy, which nmeans universal adult suffrage
and separation of powers (adnministration, courts, free press, congress or
parliaments), all of themsharing in the task of keeping the country free from abuse
of power. There are many "illiberal" denocracies in the world that claimto be
denocr aci es because the popul ati on periodically votes. None of the other protections
are there to prevent individuals or sectors fromtotalitarian power.

Since the coll apse of the Soviet Union, and after the brief flowering of |ibera
denocraci es, the world has seen consi derabl e backsliding. In Europe al one, euphoric
freedom seekers in Pol and, Hungary, Italy, and Spain, have reverted to |l ess than
liberal, with dictatorial |eaders and attacks on the press and courts. O her fornmer
denocracy enthusiasts are now increasingly authoritarian: Turkey, Brazil, and the
Phi | i ppi nes. Egypt, Honduras, Russia, and Venezuel a have tranpled their politica
opponents wi thout concern for weak protests fromthe US, whose current |eadership is
in the vanguard of an "Anerica First" canpaign.

During the George W Bush adm nistration, Paul Wlfowitz, a former Anmbassador to

I ndonesia, had an influential role in pronoting the idea that denmpbcracy has universa
appeal and that even Muslimnajority countries really wanted denocracy if they had
the chance. Much of our flawed foreign policy during that period (including the Iraq
war) was based on this illusion. The flawin this claimwas that indeed, Mislinms
wanted to vote; however, they did not want gender equality for wonen, nor did they
want a free press or secular courts.

Denonstrators in the Egyptian streets bellowed for "freedom"™ but the freedomthey
wanted was only for nen, nmany of whom puni shed denonstrati ng wonen by groping and
raping themfor their audacity. Many idealistic journalists mssed this distinction
Egypt woul d not be a "liberal denocracy." And it is not.

I ndonesi a, Wl fowi tz\222s favorite exanple of the conpatibility of dempcracy and I sl am
is increasingly denonstrating this fal sehood. Dr. Wl fow tz saw what he wanted, while
anot her keen observer, the late V. S. Naipaul, visited the non-Arab Muslimworld to
see why militant |Islamwas erodi ng secular nodernity. He found wi despread agreenent
among all classes of nmen that |slamwould put wonen back in their place. Their
"denocracy" would not have gender equality, nor would it have religious toleration
Saudi noney was being spent on religious academ es throughout Asia (including

I ndonesi a) groom ng a new generation of Muslimfanatics. WIlfowitz mssed this.

I ndonesia still clains to be a denocracy, and indeed it does hold el ections. But what
can we nake of a recent court case (one of many) in which an ethnic Chi nese wonan who
had conpl ai ned about the noi sy nosque | oud speaker in her nei ghborhood was arrested
and sentenced to 18 nonths in prison for "blaspheny" against |slan®? |ndonesia\222s
constitution guarantees freedom of speech and religion, but since 2004, 147 people
have been inprisoned under bl aspheny or related | aws. Mbs burned and ransacked at

| east 14 Buddhi st tenples in Sumatra, also conplaining that the bl asphenbus wonan\ 222s
sentence was too short. So much for Mislim Denocracy.

In Europe and the US, bigots attack all people who happen to be Muslim They fail to
di stingui sh between people of Muslimorigin who are secul ar, peaceful, and totally
integrated into nodern society and those for whom M Ilitant Islamis a poi sonous

i deol ogy. Just as there is nore than one kind of denocracy (liberal or authoritarian)
there is a difference between peaceful (or non-practicing) Mislins and

reli gi ous-fascist ideol ogues. Qur denocracy depends on understanding the difference.
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