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Two political systens were born early in the 20th century: Fasci smand Communi sm
They behaved as enem es throughout the century, although they shared a comobn goal
defeat of |iberal denocracies. In retrospect, however, they shared nore qualities
than differences.

To di scuss these novenents, definitions are needed. Liberal denpbcracies (United
States, Britain, France) had political systens that provided for regular changes of

| eadershi p through el ections; equal power anong head of state, an el ected Congress or
Parliament, and an i ndependent justice system Liberal here neans liberty and the
protection of it.

Essential for nonitoring this systemwas an independent press that served as a check
agai nst abuse of power or corruption. This system al so depended upon a public that
was literate and largely nmiddle class, thus saving it from populismof the |ess
educated or from undue power of the npbst wealthy.

Conmuni sm was based on a political philosophy that pronised "power to the people,"”
taking the wealth fromthe rich and giving it to the poor, and a promse that in the
future, the state would wi ther away and goodness would prevail. Its obvious appea
was the pronise of fairness and equality. Comruni sm had obvi ous appeal to idealists,
nostly highly educated, with support fromthe | ower social orders of peasants and
wor kers, both of them | ong abused.

Fasci sm unli ke Conmuni sm or Liberal Denbcracy, is not a real political system It is
nore a power cult based on prom ses to disgruntled people of revenge agai nst
perceived enenies (the wealthy, minorities anbng them and intellectuals?the elites)
who had governed them Its main elenment was a powerful |eader who woul d provide al
good things and to whom the people owed total obedi ence. This power structure nopst
resenbl es the old system of nmafias and other crimnal organizations that rul ed
through protection and threats.

Fascismwas the creation of an Italian journalist with theatrical gifts, Benito
Mussol i ni, who was a naster of demagoguery that appealed to Italians unhappy with the
condition of their country after Wrld War |. He used anci ent Roman trappi ngs
(faschi, the staffs carried by guards protecting the | eader) and he assuned the
straight-armsalute that he believed was used by the Romans to their |eaders. Using
the chaos and anarchy following the war, Missolini and his black-shirted thugs
intimdated the country into accepting himas their "great |eader." Unfortunately,
show bi z was not enough to help Italy, but by that tine, his control was total.

A much nore effective Fascismarose in Gernmany, much nore orderly than Italy, and one
with far nmore economic possibility. Adolph Htler, whose gifts at rabbl e-rousing were
honed in Muni ch beer-houses, had a bold sense of theatre: torchlight parades,

nmesmeri zing rants that focused on the "enem es of the people," and a synbol, the
Swasti ka, that represented German origin fromthe Aryan tribes of antiquity. H's
appeal was to the populist nobs, promising "pure Aryans" the world.

Fasci sm Nazism and Conmuni sm converge in their nethods of seizing and hol di ng
power, which required discrediting their fornmer or traditional systens of power. The
first need was a charismatic and convincing | eader (Mussolini, Htler, and Lenin) who
coul d make convincing attacks on the existing system Next, it needed to nonopolize
the nmeans of information: discrediting the press and replacing news and analysis with
propaganda. Third, discredit the justice system firing or nmurdering judges and
replacing themw th conpliant rubber stanps. Finally, intimdate the public by

est abl i shing roundups and inprisonnment of potential dissidents, Jews, or enem es of
the state

Al of these systens were consolidated by going to war, which makes peopl e support
the current governnent.

Fasci sm Nazism and Communismall collapsed, the first two losing Wrld War |1, and
the third at the end of the Cold War. However, within the next 20 years, Fasci sm has
had a renmarkabl e revival. Russia, Turkey, Hungary, Poland, Italy, and the Philippines
have all replaced forns of |iberal denpbcracy with authoritarian governnents. "G eat
Leaders" have returned, along with rebirth of conspiracy theories, populism
intimdation of the press, and attacks or replacenents of the judiciary.

Hi story repeats, and these systens have no real future. Qur own will not survive



wi t hout our know edge and full support.
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