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When everything that the US has done to create and support a global world order is
bei ng chal | enged, both here and abroad, it may benefit us to review exactly what we
acconplished. Knowing this nmight help us restore it after the next election

Political scientist Mchael Mndel baum published a book in 2005: The Case for

Goliath: How America Acts as the Worl d\222s Governnent in the 21st Century. Mandel baum
clains that the US has functioned as a de facto world governnment from which everyone
benefits. Even our nost sullen allies and enemies, in private and in their actions,
all have recogni zed and depended upon Aneri ca\222s hegenony, until today.

After the coll apse of the Soviet Union, questions were raised about why we shoul d

mai ntain an expensive Pacific fleet; there were those who thought that it was tinme to
not hbal | that institution. Wen Congress recogni zed how our presence in the Pacific
provided a stability and peace that would have otherw se been absent, there was

bi parti san support for funding. |magine the naval arns race that would rage anong
countries with long historic hostility to each other. But thanks to us, those
east-Asian countries, nost of themdirt poor, have thrived and becone substantia
contributors to the world econony and enjoy a grow ng mddle class.

The sane can be said of Europe, which has enjoyed nore than a hal f-century of

econom ¢ growth and socialist |argesse under the security of the American
unbrel | a\ 227t he costs borne by the Anerican public. Wuld this be so if those countries
had been compell ed to defend thensel ves agai nst historically hostile nei ghbors?

Despite the public disdain for the United States, people do (or should) know the role
we play in their safety and econom es.

Even in the Muslimworld, which is viscerally hostile to the United States, the worst
and nost authoritarian |eaders send their fanmilies to the United States and their
children to our schools. The words are one thing\227their actions quite another

Covernance. Mendel baum provides a brief history of the institutions of government:
enpire, what government does, the role of society, and the role of consensus.

International Security. He assesses our role in international security\227including how
we provide reassurance, our role in nuclear nonproliferation, terrorism and

preventive war, hunmanitarian intervention, and state-building (one of our I|ess
successful, but well-intentioned endeavors).

A obal Econony. Overseeing the global econony is one of our npbst inportant functions,
with invol verent in enforcenent, oil, money, trade, and consunpti on.

International Legitinmcy. There would not be any valid international |egitimcy

wi thout the unbrella of the US. W face resentnent and criticism yet we continue to
provi de | eadership and bear the costs of having a world in which there is the
appearance of |egitimacy.

A Wrld Wthout America. There is no doubt that were we not today\222s hegenon, the
worl d woul d be a nmuch nore dangerous place. Institutions such as the UN and the

Eur opean Uni on cannot\227or do not\227have force to fall back on when talk no | onger has
an

effect. The world may resent us, but wi thout us, npbst of the gains enjoyed by the

devel oped worl d woul d not have been possible. As for the | esser devel oped worl d,

there has been a surprising reduction in global poverty, to which we have

contri buted. However, because we do not provide security everywhere, we can see the
consequences when our power is absent. Nobody intervened in the genocide in Rwanda

and no one was willing to step up to forcibly stop the genocide in Darfur, Sudan

Nobody woul d have intervened in the genocide in Yugoslavia\227a situation in Europe\222s
very orbit\227until the US ended it and contributed to the rebuilding of those
countries, which are once nore flourishing.

Gratitude is not an enption that nost nation-states cherish. However, |et\222s end the
pretense that the power of the United States is obnoxi ous. There is no nodel in world
hi story in which an inperial power did as nuch good and took as little in return. For

a resolutely anti-aristocratic country, the United States shows | audabl e nobl esse
oblige, and if we heed our better angels, we rmust repair Trunp\222s damage.

682 words



Dr. Laina Farhat-Hol zman is a historian, |ecturer, and author of "How Do You Know
That ? Contact her at Lfarhat102@ol.com or www. gl obal t hi nk. net gl obal t hi nk. net .



