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We have just witnessed a failed attenpt at a coup to overturn a | egal and peacefu

el ection. Egged on by President Trunp, Rudy Guliani, and Donald Trunmp Jr., a ragtag
nmob of thugs was directed to assault the Capitol building, to disrupt the acceptance
of electoral college ballots that would formally acknowl edge Joe Bi den as president.
Trunp returned to the Wiite House to relish the chaos he had unl eashed, watching it
on tel evision.

The nob had been fed lies for nmany nonths, bleated by their leader, that "if | |ose
the election, it will be because the election was stolen." (Understood was that if he
won, the election was just fine.) As we have | earned fromthe Nazis and Conmuni sts,

if you repeat a lie |long enough, there will be people stupid enough to believe it.

Trunp acknow edged | ong before he was president that he habitually used lies to get
his way. He had foll owers who woul d al ways believe him

This mob was particularly ugly (all of this live-filmed for us to see), making clear
their objectives: to find and assassi nhate Speaker Nancy Pel osi and Vice President
Pence, who until that day had been Trunp\222s willing | apdog. That day, however, Pence
was carrying out his legal obligation to preside over the El ectoral College count

that woul d establish the legitimcy of Biden\222s el ection

The i deol ogy of the mob was clearly in evidence by what they carried and what they
wore: Confederate flags, Trump flags, MAGA hats, and the shirts of one particul ar
club that bore a golden eagle and the nysterious |ogo: SMNE (six mllion not enough),
a reference to their intent to continue Hitler\222s inadequate hol ocaust.

One particularly ridiculous costune was worn by a Q Anon | eader: bare chested and

face painted red and blue, topped by a fur cap and Vi king horns. One woman, stupid
enough to believe @ Anon\222s conspiracy theories, was trying to "find pedophil es" that
she believed were in the Capitol. She was shot dead trying to clinb through a w ndow.

Despite Trunp\222s attenpt, and that of his recent appointees after firing legitinate
department heads, the well-planned attack on the Capitol was not adequately
prevented. There was no "show of force" as there had been | ast summer agai nst

peaceful demonstrators of the Black Lives Matter novement. Nobody in the Pentagon
could be found to give perm ssion to sumon the National Guard units ready to take on
such a nmob. Fortunately, the Republican governor of Maryl and happened to know
sonebody in the Pentagon who then gave permission for Maryland to send in
reinforcenments to the Capitol Police

The sedition ultimately failed. The terrorized House and Senate representatives
reconvened and conpl eted the ballot count by three in the norning. That day, the
Georgia runoff election was declared and the two Republicans conceded to their

Denocrat opponents. This election provides the incomng president with a sufficient
nunber of senators to prevent Mtch MConnell from being Senate Leader with the power
to emascul ate the incom ng president\222s agenda, which he had done to forner President
hama.

As the snoke cleared fromthe failed sedition, all eyes focused on Trunp\222s

col l aborators in Congress and the Senate. Seven of these Senators and nore than 100
Congressnmen had tried to support Trunp\222s |lie about a fraudulent election and voted to
overturn Pennsyl vani a\ 222s win for Joe Biden. The two worst of them newly elected
Senat or Josh Hawl ey and Ted Cruz, men of good educati on and know edge of the |aw,

were not deterred by the horrors of the day and continued to lie that an

i nvestigation was needed into the charges of election fraud. They instantly becane
skunks at the party, with other Republicans now condeming them Many forner obedi ent
def enders of Trump are now denying their affiliations.

Sedi ti on has consequences. The FBI is arresting scores of the thugs who storned the
Capitol. Trunp has been permanently banned from Twitter and from other social nedia
pl atforns because he used then for sedition

If Trunp is inpeached again, he will never be permitted to run for office and will

| ose all perks (including Secret Service) granted to former presidents. Qur Denocracy
is not toothless after all.
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