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We are historically a two-party republic, a systemthat works in a country that is
essentially centrist, electing representatives and presidents not far from noderately
conservative or noderately liberal. W have found that this arrangenent works for us
nost of the time, and has nade us a nore stable republic than many with a multi-party
Parliamentary system

However, we have undergone terrible periods in our history when the two major parties
had irreconcilable differences. Both parties do not necessarily survive such
chal l enges. Only one party has been part of our history fromits begi nning: Thomas
Jefferson?s Denocratic Republican Party (the Denocrats), although this party has had
very different val ues over tine.

The first party to die off early in the 19th century was the Federalist Party (John
Adans? party), which appeared to value States? Ri ghts rather than a strong centra
governnment. It did not survive the War of 1812, when the British tried to undo our
revol ution, but fortunately | ost.

The Federalists were replaced by the Whigs (a counterpart conservative party that was
part of Engl and?s parlianmentary systemtoo). As the Denocrats were beconi ng nore
protective of the Southern States slavery system the Wigs were edging into support
of the industrialization process with free |abor provided by inmgration from Europe.
But the Whigs were divided into those unwilling to chall enge the southern sl ave
system and those increasingly emancipationist.

Presidents and the Suprenme Court of the period between the 1830s and 1860s endeavored
to nake any conprom ses necessry to keep the country fromcivil war. By 1860, the

i ssue had becone incendiary enough that the el ection of a clear enancipationist,

Abr aham Li ncol n, a nenber of a new political party (Republican), nade conpronises no
| onger possible. The Civil War (the Southern Rebellion) broke out, and the Whigs were
repl aced by Republicans, the party that saved the country from becom ng two

countri es.

One characteristic of Anerica?s political parties is that they are "large tent"
parties, each having a range of |iberal and conservative nenbers, which permts
presidents winning an election to find enough centrists in each party to enact |aws.
As long as the conmprom se is not unbridgable, this system works.

Anot her characteristic of our polical parties is how they change over tine. The
Republ i can party started as an enanci pation party, but after the assassination of
Lincoln, it becanme the conservative party of big noney, big industrial growh, and
econom ¢ triunph of the northern states. Southern Denocrats reversed the
Reconstruction and intim dated Bl ack voters. They | ater becane |liberal in all things
except racial equality, and played a power role in the Legislative Branch

The post-World War Il period saw us with presidents, representatives, and courts, al
nore or less centrist, which produced great inprovenents for the lives of nost
Americans. It also made us a gl obal nmodel with obvious contrast with the

aut horitarian Soviet system

But then sonet hing changed. The Republicans saw a denographi ¢ change that ushered in
a decline of registered Republicans. This change was vali dated when Republicans won
presidential elections only with the help of the Electoral College, not popular vote.
They realized they could only win by gerrymandering and voter suppression. Then one
Republican rose to power with a new novenment: the "Tea Party,” which decl ared that
the Denocrats were the eneny, not the colleague in government.

A denpbgogue congressman, Newt G ngrich, was el ected and he began the w ecki ng bal
attack on norms and civil two-party governance. Fromthat point on, even decent
Republ i can candi dates surrendered to the practice of appealing to the underbelly of
voters, msogynist religious fanatics, unrestrained gun rights, science deniers, and
raci sts. Republicans were conpelled to assume a "know not hi ng" platform of supporting
the dunmbi ng down of the once educated party.

Trunp destroyed what was left of the Republican Party, establishing instead a
dictatorial cult that attenpted, but failed, a coup to overturn an el ection |oss. The
decline of the Republican Party was long in com ng, but now appears in its death
throes, trying a coup to create a dictatorship



Sensi bl e Republicans are fleeing the party in droves. A new conservative party is
needed. This one is disgraced.
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