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Hi story shows that our ancestors began to thrive when they | earned to work together
to cooperate. Cooperation was the dom nant behavi or of hunman beings, but the |esser
aspect of our behavior was domination by force. Mdern historians have assessed that
we have lived far nore years of our lives in in peace, war being the |esser
condition. But we tend to focus nore on our warfare periods because they are | ess
usual and nore horrible.

Despite the predom nance of peaceful cooperative behavior of nobst hunan bei ngs, the
dark underbelly of violence energes fromtine to tine, and its horrors mark its
survivors. W renmenber them

Today?s colum is about infrequent but horrific human actions that have punctuated
human hi story: not organi zed warfare, which usually has sone rules, but the process
of turning otherw se ordinary people into nobs that kill people living anong them
The word "lynch" is different froml|awful execution. It is the opposite of order, but
is often the tool of otherwise |awful |eaders who can incite violence that distracts
or pronotes their power.

When we use the term|lynch-nob, the nost systematic use of this nob nmanipul ati on was
directed at forner Black slaves, who were intimdated and terrorized deliberately by
forner slave owners after the Civil War. Reconstruction was aborted by the | osers of
the war, Southern |eadership, who turned their loss into a win, a return of Wite
authority. Anerican Black populations lived with this threat and horror for a century
after they had | egally won enmanci pation. The horrors propelled themto | eave the
South in thousands, and voter intimdation of the rest kept Bl acks Anericans from
participation in elections. Wiite power prevailed.

Chi nese and Native Americans. Lesser known |ynch nob activities were the hunting down
of Chinese former railroad workers, to intimdate themto | eave the US. Lynch nobs

al so periodically attacked Native Americans, in addition to official persecution by
the government itself.

Jews. Historians can point to other events, evil |eaders inciting otherw se ordinary
people to join together in nurderous nmobs. Jews living in Europe experienced |ynch
nobs over a 1, 000-year period (not counting the organized murders of Hitler?s
regime).

The first was the pogrom (lynch nob action) in 1099, incited by a Catholic nonk
travelling the Rhine River valley calling for extermination of Jews, accused of
causi ng the Buboni c Pl ague.

Pogrons were periodic horrors for Jews living in England, France, Spain, Germany, and
al nost annually in the dying Russian Enpire in the 19th century. In Europe, the
illogical accusation of "Christ Killers" was enough of a trigger to spur drunken nobs
to extract "vengeance."

The Wkraine tallied the nost murders in |ynching Jews before Hitler?s organized

hol ocaust. Mass pogrons were incited by the Russian government from 1881 to 1884, and
1903- 1906, and when added to the death squads of Ukrainian Nazis during World War 11
estimates are up to 1.6 nmillion

Huguenots. Anot her group, 16th century French Protestants, were set upon by |ynch
nobs, incited by the Catholic French nmonarchy and Catholic clergy. The St

Val enti ne?s Day weddi ng cel ebration of a Protestant French prince lured Protestants
to the French Court, where they were exterm nated by | ynch nobs, and then throughout
France, in a day of horror.

Armeni ans. This Christian population living in Gtoman Turkey were so integrated in
| stanbul that they were unprepared for an organi zed pogromcarried out by their

nei ghbors. The rest of that hol ocaust was organi zed and nation-w de, settling old
scores.

Rwandan Civil War. The donminant Hutu tribe organized a 100-day pogromin whi ch Hutus
killed nei ghbors, husbands killed Tutsi w ves, and wonmen were carried off as sex

sl aves. This was not technically done by |Iynch nobs, but by mlitia forcing citizens
to nurder with specially-ordered machetes delivered by China.

Trunp?s Mob. Many of the Capitol attackers announced intent to |ynch Trump?s | ega



successors: his Vice President and House Speaker Pel osi. They were sunmoned and
incited by President Trump, who repeated lies that he was cheated out of his election
wi n. The January 6 nurderous ranpage illustrated |ynch nob behavior and its danger to
our denocracy.

Their March 4 fantasy of "inaugurating" Donald Trunp failed. Stupidity is incurable.

688 words

Dr. Laina Farhat-Hol zman is a historian, |lecturer, and author of "How Do You Know
That ? Contact her at Lfarhat102@ol.com or www. gl obal t hi nk. net.



