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A catacl ysm c pandenic does not end with everything going back to the world as it

was. The Bubonic Plague in Europe |led to changes in religion (distrust in Catholicism
openi ng protesting sects, Protestantisn); changes in work, serfdomgiving way to free
| abor; urbanization and the rise of a middle class chall enged nonarchy; and ol der
superstitions giving way to the birth of nodern science.

Successi ve epidenmics conpelled crowded cities to clean up. Scientific inprovenents
permtted us to identify "gerns," a better explanation than "bad air." These

epi dem cs further advanced the discipline of medicine with the first inprovenents
than Roman nedi ci ne.

The Spani sh Flu had a strange aftermath: amesia. Nobody wanted to tal k about it.
Peopl e not only really nourned the deaths, but just plunged into a world of

sel f-indul gence and refusal to recognize that malignant forces were simering abroad
( Communi sm and Nazi sm).

There are nmovenents sinmering in our mdst to make sone real transformations in
behavi ors and beliefs that may be the first paradi gm changes since the corporate
Capitalist system that has nade our lives prosperous and confortable. But suddenly,
facing a year of isolation in our honmes, we began to see the flaws in our forner
syst ens.

Work Ethic. The Capitalist work ethic required putting work before famly. People
spent | ong days commuting to and fromtheir work places, put in |ong days, and for
those who wanted to reap the financial benefits of noving up the | adder of

| eadership, they had to put in the hours. This work ethic had consequences: as wonen
entered the sane industries as nen, children |ost inportant oversight. Comuting
became a daily irritant of wasted tine, in addition to creating air pollution because
of the petrochenicals burning in cars and pl anes.

The system of evaluating and rewarding certain kinds of |abor over others net a big
chal | enge. W | earned how many | ower pai d workers had beconme "essential:" nurses,
housecl eaners, senior caretakers, delivery people, and nothers. The pandenic reveal ed
t he di ssonance between "women?s wor k" and equitabl e pay.

The pandenic al so furl oughed many workers to work from home, using the rapidly
advanci ng technol ogy of conputers and Zoom neetings. Wile the workplace will not be
surrendered, at |least partial work fromhone is devastating the business real estate
market in office space. Renpte conferencing has al so inpacted air travel and
hospitality industries.

Renote working is possible for sone jobs, letting people nove fromstressful cities
intoin small towns, formerly depopul ating. Rural America may well have a coneback
with new, highly educated famlies. It may also lure immgrant popul ations who wil|
farmand create small businesses to serve the affluent residents. This may well
transformour politics: small towns may no | onger be exclusively conservative
Republ i can.

Qur Medical Non-System Medical care should no | onger depend upon enpl oyers. W have
seen that when jobs closed down during the pandem c, people lost their nedica
coverage. W have al so seen how badly the entire pandeni ¢ was handl ed by a

di sinterested, inconmpetent president and his party, and the patchwork state systens
that had no central direction. W need to join the rest of the devel oped world and
create a national system

The Green Movenent. The Capitalist systemthat worked so well at making mllions of
peopl e confortabl e has been forced to consider the cost. Industrial food, which
provi des nore than enough cal ories, does not provide adequate nutrition. MIIlions of
| oner income citizens suffer fromdi seases in nunbers that the affluent do not:
obesity, diabetes, cancers (bad diet and polluted air and water), and chil dren whose
abilities are thwarted by deprivation

The Green Movenent is illustrative of a change in values: perhaps |ove of each other
and the other species that share our planet. Conpetition is inevitable, but should
not be a bl ood sport. Cooperation may beconme the dom nant work el ement, and certainly
a better one for donestic life as well.

We are entering a new world in which there will be support for reducing gl oba



war m ng, endi ng our dependence on petrochem cal energy, and perhaps renew ng our
appreci ation of each other, famly and nei ghbors. W nmay well be entering one of the
nost creative tinmes in human history.
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