Dunbi ng Down Hi story Paj ar oni an
Post ed On: Decenber 31, 1969

Human beings are the only species capable of contenplating and preserving nenories of
past events. Al human cultures revere sone formof history, initially by
story-telling, and |ater through scul pture and visual arts, along with witing. O
course, when it is by nenory only, as in pre-literate societies, each generation
tends to edit the nmenory. People get a word wong, an idea flipped, and | ose an
entire history when a society suffers plague or invasion

The best record of past events is witing, augnmented by scul pture and engraved
nmonunents. Today, fortunately, historians have nuch better sources, letters, diaries,
and reliable eye-witness reports. W expect today?s serious historians to |l et us know
where they got their information (footnotes and citations). Narratives w thout such
source information are nore often than not propaganda and deliberate disinformation
lies fed to unsophisticated or na?ve consuners. Such disinformation is a danger in a
denocracy that depends on informed, thoughtful citizens.

Hi story, then, has two faces: one, the connection to our past and continuity of
culture, or a weapon enployed by cynics and denagogues.

Looki ng back in history, we see how fraught history can be for those tyrants afraid
of it. Greece and Rone had a long-tinme rival, Phoenicia, a culture of great nmerchants
and seanen. Trade conpetition grew so poi sonous and warfare so endl ess that both
ancient G eece and Rone deternined that genocide was the only solution. They began

| ayi ng siege to Phoenician cities (Carthage being the nost fampus) and when they won,
they slaughtered every male frominfant to grandfather. The wonen and girls were
carried off as slaves, and all witten docunents were destroyed. History was witten
by the victors, so that until nodern tines and investigative historians, Phoenician
hi story was nostly | ost.

VWhen | slamenmerged as a new religion in the 7th century AD, tradition has it that
Mohammad banned all history before his Arabs received his revel ati ons. Docunents,
ancient libraries (Roman and Greek) and remmants of great inperial Persian history
were expunged from Arab history. The past was thus "cancelled."

The early Christians, converts from Rone, contenpl ated cancelling Roman cul ture,
bui | di ng churches atop old tenples. However, Roman culture was so overwhel m ng and
the practical need to grow the new church so pressing that absorption repl aced
cancel ling. Statues of Ronman divinities became Christian martyrs overnight, with
colorful histories invented that were believed until the 20th century, under newer
serious historiography.

Colonialismthat followed the discovery of the New Wirld led to official policies of
Wi pi ng out indi genous | anguages, history, and culture. The Catholic world achieved
this through unrenmtting conversions, punishnents for "heresy," and "inquisitions" to
protect "purity" of belief.

Protestant colonists in North Anerica and Australia ki dnapped native children,
educated themin strict boardi ng schools where they were puni shed for speaking their
native | anguages or practicing their religious rituals. Wpe out the history and you
Wi pe out organi zed rebellion

The institution of enslaving Black Africans had an organi zed protocol. The slaves who
survived the horrors of trans-Atlantic slave ships were imedi ately separated from
fam ly menbers and tribal ties, deprived of their |anguages and rites, and histories
cancel | ed.

We shoul d know better now, but supposedly educated Boards of Education, such as the
one in San Francisco, should be cited for "abuse of history." It is a reasonable
request renove nenorials of defenders of slavery, Confederates, who were traitors to
the United States. However, to extend this renoval to all national heroes, such as
our brave founding fathers, because they |ived when slavery was a | egal system is
mal practi ce!

Good historians know that great men and wonen of the past, people we honor for

i mportant acts of courage, did not choose the time in which they lived nor the
predom nant val ues of those times. Human bei ngs have nuanced histories. It is bad
history to judge honorees only by their flaws, not for their gifts. Renam ng schools
by cancel ling out Washi ngton, Jefferson, Mdison, and others because they lived in
slave times is mal practice of history.



Shall we be even nore stupid and renane streets, cities (San Francisco), rivers, and
everyt hing named for explorers who happened to be 17th century Spani sh? \Were does
such stupidity end?
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