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Wen | was a child, | could hardly wait until | was able to go to school. | |oved
school from Ki ndergarten to Graduate School. My children, however, did not |ove
school as much as | did. They were enthusiastic only when they had a really dedicated
teacher. My daughter had two of them both men. The first was in fifth grade and he
had a passion for Van Gogh and Shakespeare. She caught that enthusiasm Later, she
had a teacher who was a Hol ocaust survivor who taught the history of World War 11

Q her than those two teachers, school was a drag for her.

My son had two years of prep school in Iran, and he too had a wonderful teacher. Wen

she died in a plane crash, he lost all interest in school. Returning to the US, we
enrolled himin a "new school” in which all he | earned was to snmoke pot.
Now i n the process of rethinking education, | go back to the first system a gifted

teacher attracting paying students. Socrates, in ancient Athens, was such a teacher
He taught critical thinking. Hs instruction was questioning why a student thought
the way he did, and in the process, freeing students of blind acceptance. One of the
institutions he questioned was Greek Polytheism and for that "irreligious" teaching
he was sentenced to death.

| have a friend who started her own school when her two daughters were little. She is
a professional wonman who realized that she could do a nuch better job than a hired
nanny with little education. Her institute grew as her daughters grew up, and her
system was smashi ngly good! She made use of our comunity that had nei ghbors and
friends with teachable abilities and whenever her girls wanted to know sonet hi ng, she
found willing tutors for them | was one of those tutors. Her children bl ooned, had
no probl em gaining entrance into any ivy-|eague universities they chose, and are now
happy, successful citizen adults. My friend was so gifted as a teacher herself that
her children enjoyed social teaching as well: dancing, skiing, public speaking, and
contributions to their society. One daughter and her fellow classmates invented an

i ce cream naker powered by solar cells, and took their invention on the road.

Unfortunately, this systemis expensive and cannot be a nodel for reforming the
entire US system of education. But some el ements can be adopted. Conmmunity is
probably the key.

We do not have a national education system a choice nmade early. Education is |ocal
town, city, county, and state systens are our node. The flaw is financing. Rich
conmunities can afford a good school system while poor ones cannot. What is the role
of a national education systemthen? What should our country do?

Money. Financing education shoul d equalize the |ocal zip-code dilemm. Those with
| ess resources shoul d be augnented by grants carefully regulated to avoi d abuse.

Teachers. Professional teachers get degrees fromcolleges that |argely agree on

nmet hodol ogy. But one size does not fit all. There are great teachers and nediocre
ones. Comunities do know the difference. A country wth wonderful outcones, Finland,
has the answer: make teaching a respected, conpetitive profession with paynent to
match. W coul d do that.

Resources. Art galleries, nuseuns, traveling orchestras and theater groups, and
Internet could greatly enhance critical thinking. The | ocal comunity\222s pool of
el ders and retired specialists could enhance all sorts of disciplines, including
those using apprenticeships that provide hands-on experience.

Conmunity. Small town newspapers have played a huge role in educating Anericans.
Journal i sm 222s code of investigative processes and efforts at factual reporting can
undo our current dilenma of "alternate facts,"” nade-up conspiracies and deliberate
lies. Money spent to revive |ocal papers would be well spent.

Phi | osophy. The country as a whol e shoul d determ ne the phil osophy for Anerican
education. Qur past |eads the way. W want to produce honorable, diligent citizens.
"Honor abl e" woul d cover the teaching of ethics, honesty, and enpathy, qualities that
woul d benefit work, family, and community. "Diligence" would cover Anerica\222s already
good work ethic and respect for our underpaid "essential workers."

Chi | dren need val ues!



686 words

Dr. Laina Farhat-Hol zman is a historian, |ecturer, and author of "How Do You Know
That ? Contact her at Lfarhat102@ol.com or www. gl obal t hi nk. net .

Ret hi nki ng Education (3)
Paj ar oni an

Lai na Far hat - Hol zrman
April 16, 2021

When | was a child, | could hardly wait until | was able to go to school. | |oved
school from Ki ndergarten to Graduate School. My children, however, did not |ove
school as much as | did. They were enthusiastic only when they had a really dedicated
teacher. My daughter had two of them both men. The first was in fifth grade and he
had a passion for Van Gogh and Shakespeare. She caught that enthusiasm Later, she
had a teacher who was a Hol ocaust survivor who taught the history of World War 11

O her than those two teachers, school was a drag for her.

My son had two years of prep school in Iran, and he too had a wonderful teacher

VWen she died in a plane crash, he lost all interest in school. Returning to the US
we enrolled himin a "new school" in which all he |earned was to snoke pot.
Now in the process of rethinking education, | go back to the first system a gifted

teacher attracting paying students. Socrates, in ancient Athens, was such a teacher
He taught critical thinking. Hs instruction was questioning why a student thought
the way he did, and in the process, freeing students of blind acceptance. One of the
institutions he questioned was Greek Polytheism and for that "irreligious" teaching
he was sentenced to death.

| have a friend who started her own school when her two daughters were little. She is
a professional wonman who realized that she could do a nuch better job than a hired
nanny with little education. Her institute grew as her daughters grew up, and her
system was smashi ngly good! She made use of our comunity that had nei ghbors and
friends with teachable abilities and whenever her girls wanted to know sonet hi ng, she
found willing tutors for them | was one of those tutors.

Her children bl oomed, had no probl em gai ning entrance into any ivy-I| eague

uni versities they chose, and are now happy, successful citizen adults. My friend was
so gifted as a teacher herself that her children enjoyed social teaching as well:
danci ng, skiing, public speaking, and contributions to their society. One daughter
and her fellow classnmates built a hydrogen fuel cell that powered an ice cream maker
and too their invention on the road.

Unfortunately, this systemis expensive and cannot be a nodel for reformng the
entire US system of education. But sone el enments can be adopted. Community is
probably the key.

We do not have a national education system a choice nade early. Education is |ocal
town, city, county, and state systems are our node. The flaw is financing. R ch
conmunities can afford a good school system while poor ones cannot. Wat is the role
of a national education systemthen? Wiat should our country do?

Money. Financi ng education should equalize the |ocal zip-code dilema. Those with
| ess resources shoul d be augnented by grants carefully regulated to avoi d abuse.

Teachers. Professional teachers get degrees fromcolleges that |argely agree on

net hodol ogy. But one size does not fit all. There are great teachers and nediocre
ones. Communities do know the difference. A country with wonderful outcones, Finland,
has the answer: make teaching a respected, conpetitive profession with paynent to
match. W coul d do that.

Resources. Art galleries, nuseuns, traveling orchestras and theater groups, and
Internet could greatly enhance critical thinking. The |l ocal comunity\222s pool of
el ders and retired specialists could enhance all sorts of disciplines, including
those using apprenticeships that provide hands-on experience.

I nspiration.

Educati on took a nosedive back in the 1950s when dad brought home the bacon, nmom
didn’t have a career but nanaged the famly, and children didn't help on the farmor
the fam |y business but sinply had to go to school. Kids no |onger had a purpose;



they sinply had to sit through classes all day and do homework every night.

So what happened next? The 1960s! Teens started rebelling and rock "n roll energed.
Wthout a real purpose in life, they started snoking, doing drugs, and fighting the
authorities. Today, students don't have chores (inagine that!) because it's their job
to get good grades in school

To i nprove our educational systemtoday, we need to give students a purpose. W
certainly have plenty of problems to solve (climte change, discrimnation

soci oeconomic equality, etc). By doing a project, students can work individually or
in small groups to be part of a solution. They' Il be nore notivated to engage in
academcs if they see how these skills are necessary for themto acconplish their
goal s. Having a purpose also builds self esteem and students with confidence usually
don’t becone burdens on society.

Conmunity. Small town newspapers have played a huge role in educating Anericans.
Journal i sml 222s code of investigative processes and efforts at factual reporting can
undo our current dilenma of "alternate facts," nade-up conspiracies and deliberate
lies. Money spent to revive |ocal papers would be well spent.

Phi | osophy. The country as a whol e shoul d determ ne the phil osophy for American
education. Qur past |eads the way. W want to produce honorable, diligent citizens.
"Honor abl e woul d cover the teaching of ethics, honesty, and enpathy, qualities that
woul d benefit work, famly, and community. "Diligence" would cover Anerica\222s already
good work ethic and respect for our underpaid "essential workers."

We can do this.



