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One of the greatest historic nmysteries to ne is the global tradition of violence
agai nst wonen. Why woul d a man, who had a nother who cared for him and later a wife
and daughters who depended on himto | ove and protect them hate wonen? Wiy do so
many around the world beat and even kill their wives and sometinmes their daughters?

This ancient practice has becone socially unacceptable in every educated nodern

soci ety today, supported by |aws that protect wonen fromthe still unenlightened.
woul d not choose any tinme in the past if offered a tine-machi ne journey, know ng what
| do about wonen\222s lives in forner tinmes.

For a period after western wonmen won the right of full citizenship (voting), many

| esser devel oped countries were shanmed i nto passing | aws protecting wonen from
donesti c abuse and opening doors to alnbst all occupations beyond housew fe. This
enl i ghtennent produced a generation of upper-class wonmen in al nbst every society who
benefitted fromthe new opportunities open to them The difference between the
enlightened and traditional countries, however, was the percentage of wonen who
benefitted, and the conpliance or non-compliance of the governing men.

For the past few decades, a backlash has enmerged: largely fromreligious authorities
and the man-nade traditions they invented: rules about wonen\222s bodies, mobility,
sexuality, and even longevity. The UN publishes what annual statistics they can about
fem cide: the nunbers of wonmen nmurdered by men. The nunbers are accurate in the

devel oped worl d (denocracies), but nore difficult to come by in the | ess devel oped,
religiously-ruled, or dictatorial countries.

I nvestigative journalists covering hospitals and norgues can penetrate the deliberate
fal sifications of governnent nunbers. They can approxi mate the nurders, but it is
nmore difficult to unveil the nmurders m sl abel ed as suicides, raped women thrown out
of wi ndows (recently reported).

Worren kill thensel ves out of desperation, fear of their nmenfol k, and forced pregnancy
which they try to abort. One nore shocking statistic that is worldw de is nmen beating
and sonetinmes killing women at their nost vul nerable, when they are pregnant. This

horror exists in even enlightened countri es.

Backl ash agai nst wonen sharing in the sane rights as nen is on the rise, not only in
backward countries, but even in the United States. Laws are bei ng passed to abolish
abortion rights or to undo the national Roe v. Wade | aw. |ndignhant nen do not want
wormen having authority over their own bodies, a power that they hope that the newy
conservative-mpjority Supreme Court will overrule.

QO her conservatives, such as the previous Trunp-appoi nted Secretary of Education,
also tried to weaken university rules protecting wonen fromrape, clainng that these
aws were "unfair to nmen."

Organi zed orthodox religions are bastions of male control over wonmen, limting their
roles to notherhood and unpai d househol d | abor, demandi ng obedi ence to their nenfolk
Only brai nwashi ng and social control creates female enforcers of these nmale rules. In
sone regions, such as Muslimmajority Saudi Arabia, villages in Afghanistan,

Paki st an, Iran, Sudan, Somalia, disobedient or inconvenient wonen (unwanted w ves)
are publicly executed.

Turkey, once a proud nodernizing Miuslimcountry, has wi thdrawn froma European Union
treaty that they had once signed: protecting wonen from viol ence. Increasingly
dictatorial President Recep Tayyip Erdogan annulling the Convention clains that it
"undermines the traditional fam |y and pronptes honpbsexual ity through categories such
as sexual orientation, and gender identity." He hopes to remedy Turkey\222s | ow
birthrate by mandati ng not herhood as the only Islamc occupation for wonmen and

puni shi ng wormren who do not conply.

Vi ol ence against wonen is on the rise in Turkey. Rights groups cite at |east 77 wonen
killed since the start of the year, nurdered by their near and dear. Turkey\222s first
nodern president, Kamal Ataturk, must be spinning in his grave. This is the
consequence of nullifying the Istanbul Convention that states nen and wonen have

equal rights and obliges state authorities to prevent viol ence agai nst women, protect
victims, and prosecute perpetrators.

This is one nore reason to throw Turkey out of NATO and roster of Anerican allies.



Di ctators and conservative religions are no friends of wonen. Conbined, thy are
deadl y.

Next time: The Backl ash
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