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The traditional notion of Infrastructure is physical: roads, bridges, tunnels,
airports, and railroads. But our social infrastructure is just as essential. Socia
i nfrastructures are how we treat and support our popul ati on for best outcones.

Moder n devel oped societies around the world are judged by both physical and socia
infrastructures. Countries are deened well run when they are clean, orderly, just,
heal thy, and citizens content with their governance. These elenents require entire
systens to produce good outcones.

Presi dent Biden\222s Infrastructure Bill is using a nodern definition: systens designed
to rebuild America for 21st century challenges. This is essentially an investment in
Ameri ca\ 222s future. Because of a half century of neglect, we are no | onger a gl oba
nodel for the world, and Denocracy is being challenged by Autocracy as a systemthat
can meet nodern needs.

Bi den\ 222s Infrastructure Bill covers seven nmjor issues: 1) physical infrastructure
(bridges, dans, roads, airports, schools, hospitals; 2) health infrastructures (water
pi pes, clean air and water, safe food and drugs, and expansi on of Affordable Care
System 2270banmacare); 3) transportation (electric cars, charging stations, nodern
railroad systens, batteries replacing petrochem cals, which al so addresses clinate
change and pollution of air and water; 4) communications; 5-G Internet for everyone
and noderni zati on of educational systenm 5) workers (education, training, childcare
and el dercare needed by women in workforce, and inmgration changes to bring in new
workers; 6) research and devel opnent (basis for nodern manufacturing, health care,
and neeting future challenges; 7) justice and equity (nore judges, rebuilding nodern
policing, retraining for equal justice for all

If we regard infrastructure as all the systens that govern a nmodern thriving society,
the social infrastructures cannot be ignored. The physical infrastructures serve the
soci al ones, just as our skeletal systemand skin support all the rest of the systens
that make us human beings (bl ood, nerves, electrons, and health). In addition, the
i ndi vidual hunman being with all his or her bodily systens cannot survive w thout the
soci al systens. The infrastructure of human |life goes well beyond just the physical

A nodern soci ety made up of diverse human bei ngs needs cl eanliness: systens that
protect the cleanliness of water (no pollution), replacenent of our century-old water
pi pes that | each | ead (brain danage to children), and sewage systens that do not spew
raw wastes into waterways or the ocean. The G een Revolution replaces polluting
petrochenicals with new energy systemthat pronote healthy human and animal |ife.

The [ ast major restructure of America\222s infrastructure was the New Deal of President
Frankl i n Del ano Roosevelt, whose "brain trust"” of experts redesigned Anerican life

for the better. Consider the benefits to the entire inpoverished Areri can South when
the TVA provided i nexpensive energy for all. Qther presidents provided the nationa

hi ghway system (Ei senhower), the Equal Voting Ri ghts Act (Johnson), and an affordable
nmedi cal care system (Obama), all of which nmade the United States a better country

than it had been.

One of the nore contentious elenents of the Biden Plan address the "G een

Revol ution," a systemlong pronoted by progressives and opposed by conservati ves.
This systemis based on the replacenent of petrochenical energy which has served us
well, but its downside of pollution and contribution to climate change nandates
non-pol | uti ng energy systens. Wnd, solar, tidal, and nucl ear nust replace oil, gas,
and coal. This revolution has al ready begun. President Biden is convinced that
investing in this systemw |l open nore jobs, many not requiring university degrees,
to replace the jobs being now |l ost to conputers and artificial intelligence.

Econom c equity (fair wages) falls within our new respect for nmany of our |owest paid
citizens, whose work has proven "essential" during the pandem c. Mst of these are
worren, those who care for our elders and pre-school children, and the agricultura
workers (immgrants) who continued to feed us, endangering their own |ives,

Education is a major infrastructure. We need citizens who are educated for their
duties to our society: voters, workers, parents, doctors, justice system workers, and
those with special skills to keep our economny heal t hy.

A country is nuch nore than roads and bridges. It is howwe |ive, how we treat each



other, and what sort of future we envision
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