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Qur country has a long history of granting asylumto people in need. It was not
usual |y an i ssue of conpassion, however; it was the pragmatic need to increase the
popul ation of this country, particularly the need for inexpensive |abor. W took in
the Irish, victins of the British-nade fam ne, and they served as donestic help and
heavy | abor building the railroads.

But they suffered suspicion as Catholics, fearing their loyalty was to the Pope, not

the country. They were not treated well by the existing population until decades

| ater, when urbanization gave them power (political) and clout (policing). Today,
everybody claims Irish origin on St. Patrick\222s day. Qur current president is of Irish
origin hinself!

Every other group of European inmgrants endured the same trajectory: adm ssion,
rel egation to | owpay |abor, religious dislike, but eventual success as Anericans.
Jews and Italians joined the Irish in this process.

One group of needy inmgrants, the Chinese, were relegated to the nost difficult

| abor of the railroad building process, but were |argely deported or hunted down and
killed after they were no | onger needed. W wanted only European inm grants, not
Asian, until after World War 11

| mmi grants from our southern neighbors filled a need for agricultural work. W
actually had a program for annual tenporary |abor, but too nany stayed. Many Mexicans
already lived in the border states, states that took the | and from Mexi co. They
experi enced the same di sdai nful treatnment that our European imigrants faced:

expl oitation as cheap | abor, suspicion over their religion, and belief that they were
particularly crime-prone.

Al t hough nmpost Mexi can i mm grants have done well in America, many rising to

prof essi onal and governnent |evels, the continual flood of asylum seekers fromthe
ill-governed Hi spanic countries alarns those Americans who proclaim"Anerica first,"
wanting them not only barred, but the "undocunented" expelled fromour midst.

There is another asylumissue facing us today, one that was hidden before: wonen
seeki ng asylum Many of those fleeing Central America are running from abusive
husbands and governnments unwilling to protect them A Central Anerican seeking such
asylumtook her case to the courts, and Trunp\222s Attorney General, Jeff Sessions,
rejected her plea, undoing prior |law that would have protected her

Men |i ke Sessions see granting asylumto any wonan who asked for it a flood, fails to
understand that it is extrenmely difficult for wonmen to run, pursued by viol ent
husbands and nacho governnents. Few have i ndependent neans, and few woul d run w thout
their children. The few who can nake it should i ndeed be given sanctuary. There w ||
be no fl ood.

Many years ago, when | ran the United Nations Association in San Franci sco,
addressed a neeting of inmmgration | awers about the status of wonen around the
worl d. The wonen | awyers invited nme. The nmen sat there with folded arns. \Wen |
finished telling them about how wonen are actually treated in Latin Anerica, they
recogni zed the need for granting asylumfor the few who coul d escape.

Today we have anot her asylum need: wonen in the Muslimworld, particularly

Af ghani stan. Qur 20-year presence in Afghanistan has created a far better country
than we found. Half the country has noderni zed; wonen are now educat ed, professional
and nost |live as wonen do in the nore socially advanced countries. This is being
threatened by the withdrawal of American military protection and the possibility of
the hated Taliban returning to power.

We have a duty to grant asylumto as many Afghan wonen and their famlies who seek
it. W also owe like protection to all the men and their famlies who hel ped us:
translators, assistants, journalists, and jurists. This will not be a flood. It is
very difficult for people to uproot thenselves fromhearth and hone. But those who do
shoul d be given asylum and new homes to beconme good future fell ow Ameri cans.

We only need | ook at the enornous benefits to our country that have come fromlranian
asyl um seekers, fleeing the Islamic Republic of Iran. Fortunately, our hostility
toward Iran nmade this asylumpill go down easier



Fl eeing Islamc fanaticismshould nake such i mm grants wel cone.
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