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A census is the procedure of systematically enunerating, and acquiring and recording
i nformati on about the nmenbers of a given popul ation. Fromthe beginning of
civilization (towns and cities), governments have needed periodi ¢ counts of how nany
people lived under their rule. They needed these figures to know how many peopl e they
could feed and water, how many they could tax, and how many abl e-bodi ed nen they had
to dig irrigation channels and to defend the conmmunity when under attack

How seriously rulers took this process could be seen in part in the great nurals over
the city gates of Babylon: illustrations of decapitations of people who failed to pay
their taxes. (Conparable pictures can be found independently in Aztec Mexico:

decapi tation for non-payment of taxes.)

The census taken every decade since the origin of the United States is nandated by

Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution, The data collected by the census deternines
the nunber of representatives each state has in the U S. Congress (a process called
apportionnent) and is also used to distribute billions in federal funds to | oca

comuni ti es.

Today?s census in all devel oped countries, particularly those with representative
governments, are far nore detailed than in antiquity. Governments want to know if the
popul ati on has grown or declined, how wealth is distributed anong the classes, how
many honel ess and undocumented people live there, the nunmber of children needing
education from ki ndergarten through high school, the general health and birth and
death rates of the popul ation, and many nore issues to help the governnment govern

We in the general public cooperate by answering census surveys taken by visiting
census takers or nore today on line. Special effort is done personally by
census-takers to assenble data fromthe honel ess and from fearful popul ations, nany
undocument ed, who have fled autocratic countri es.

| recall that when teaching Iranian mlitary students being trained here, the
students were very suspicious of the surveys requested by the sociologists trying to
under stand the backgrounds of these students so that our instruction could be nore
focused. Their experience in Iran was that the governnment asks questions that will
only hurt them taxation, mlitary recruitment, and popul ati on nunbers, with no
guesti ons about bettering their lives.

The 2020 census has been taken, the first in a century that was hanpered by a
pandenmi c, but al so by deliberate sabotage by President Trunp, who asked Republicans
to cut back funding and cut short the census collecting process. Because the census
det erm nes how nmany representatives each state may have in Congress, there is concern
over popul ation nunbers and the nature of those voters. Conservative states have seen
their popul ations decline, and urban popul ations are growi ng---particularly by
non-whi te and young voters.

Today?s flawed census has fini shed and announcenents nade. A nunber of popul ous
states (New York and California) seemto have | ost a seat each due to sl ow growh or
popul ati on decline. The sunbelt states, hitherto conservative and Republican, have

i ncreased, gaining Texas one or two nore seats in Congress. This should make
Republ i cans happy, but it does not, because that growth appears to bring in

mul tiracial and young newcormers who will vote Denocrat.

But | have another take on this information: the decline in our population (and that
of other nodernized countries) can be an opportunity, not a m sfortune. W have for
too |l ong regarded popul ation increase as a good thing. It neans econonmic growth: nore
wor kers, nore denmand for goods and services, nbre taxes comng in, and nore young
people to defend us in the nmlitary.

Autocratic countries particularly fear popul ati on decline because it makes them | ess
able to project force. It is fascinating how fearful dictatorships are that their
worren have joined their sisters around the world in reducing the birthrate. Russia,
for exanple, has lost half of its population since the beginning of Wrld War |1
Putin and his fellow dictators want to reverse wonmen?s rights so that they return to
their traditional role: producing and rearing children. The wonen, so far, are not
obl i gi ng them

Next tinme, we will explore the benefits of popul ation decline.
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