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We are suffering fromone of our nation?s recurring problens: polarization. Qur very
nati on?s birth took place during a phase of polarization: those wanting i ndependence
fromour British governors, those rejecting this independence (preferred the status
quo), and those too ignorant to care.

In those days, our npbst educated sector opted for creating a new nation, one not
ruled by the British king and country. They wanted self-rule, an opportunity for
those steeped in the history of the ancient Greece and Ronme republics, in which
citizens voted for their |eaders. They prevailed, and until President Andrew Jackson
(1827-1835), that is the governnent we had.

VWile these elites ruled, sonmething el se was afoot in the country. There was a revolt
of the uneducated, who had a religious "awakening," during which their resentnent of
the educated roared to life, along with a preference for conspiracy theories over
facts.

Andr ew Jackson responded to that resentnent, and inmedi ately gave the vote to every
white adult man, (sober or drunk), who then voted for politicians who bribed themthe
nost. Corruption entered the system sinultaneously with the country expandi ng across
the continent.

Al t hough the majority of our population at that tine was illiterate, sone good things
wer e happeni ng. Those movi ng west and foundi ng new towns, initially violent, soon
summoned wonen as w ves, and these wonen denmanded churches and schools for al
children, a process that civilized these comunities and set the tone for what
America?s rising mddle class would be. Along with churches (for a noral code) and
education for universal literacy were snmall town newspapers, providing inportant

local news, and with the invention of the tel egraph, national and international news
as wel | .

Thi s account, of course, omts the slave states in which educated and propertied
white nmen rul ed, uneducated white nen provided the policing, Black slaves provided
the I abor, and poor Whites struggled to be one notch about Black nen in the pecking
order. This nade for a bitter brew, which began the process of polarization so
serious that the country finally fell into Cvil War, upon the election of Abraham
Li ncoln, a man fromthe poorest stratum who educating hinself in the law, Thanks to
his obvious talent, he was el ected by the non-slave majority, the North.

The literate Mddle Class continued to be the majority who shared val ues: literacy,
honesty, increasing respect for science and technol ogy, and carefully expanding
partici patory governance. They shared beliefs in our republic, our system of

el ecti ons and governance, the process of losers yielding gracefully to winners in
el ections.

Sinmering in the country?s underbelly were the | esser-educated, |looking for rivals to
hate (Bl acks, immgrants, wonen, elites). Periodic outbreaks of rumors, conspiracy
theories, and religious bigotry roiled the country during econom c crashes. Snake- oi
sal esmen did well in providing remedies for all ills (usually high in alcohol), as
did religious snake-oil pastors selling inaginary cures for both physical and
spiritual ills.

This was the beginning of "alternate facts," belief in runors and lies rather than
the commonly accepted i nformati on that nost wi dely read newspapers provided.

During the 1930s, the economic crash brought out the first chall enges since the G vi
War to Anerican participatory denocracy. Challengers with their own snake oil to sel
gat hered foll owers: Comuni sm which prom sed a "dictatorship of the people" and
Fasci sm which prom sed a dictatorship by a great |eader. Roosevelt, who was neither
of these things, presided over a denocratic systemthat experinented with inproving
the lives of all Americans.

It was touch and go with the authoritarians who preferred dictatorships and pronoted
"Anerica First," refusing to help Europe that was falling to the Nazis, until the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor ended the debate.

Denocracy prevail ed, defeating the Nazis and then our great rival, the Soviet Union
col | apsed under its own weight, leaving us in charge of "making the world safe for
denocracy. "



The sane and educated anmong us are still the majority after four years of Trunp?s
msrule, a fact he and his followers deny. W survived an attenpted viol ent coup,

el ected a decent president, and now watch as a delusional mnority and a conservative
political party nmelt down.

Let ?s hope that Denocracy will ultimately prevail
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