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An Anerican research group did an interesting experinent. They produced a resune that
clicked off all the requirenments of nany national conpanies and sent it to them
changi ng only the nane of the applicant. The names were Geg, Lucy, and two nanes
identifiable as African-American nen and womren.

They found that at |east 50% of conpani es never opened the African-Anmerican
applicants and a nunber of themalso rejected Lucy! Prejudice agai nst Bl acks and
wormren still exist.

It was good to know that nost of our top corporations, the "big boys," perforned
better. The point is, however, that prejudice still is alive in our mdst. However,
conpared with our past, | see great progress. W are a much better and fairer country
today, by and | arge, than we ever were before.

Qur history can show us the trajectory of inprovenent. Despite system c racism Bl ack
lives today are greatly inmproved. An educated Bl ack person may be a Princeton

prof essor or head the Ford Foundation, nmay be TV actors who proliferate in
commercials as mates in mxed-race marriages.

They can live in leafy elite neighborhoods if they are professionals, fanous, or
noni ed, and even tal ented poor children can go to private schools and |Ivy League
Universities. (My favorite astrophysicist, Neil DeGrasse Tyson, was one of those
bl ack children who was nentored and educated and he has returned the favor by
educating us all about space and astronony issues.)

However, even elite Blacks still get stopped nore often than white drivers by the
police and get suspicious |ooks in sonme departnment stores. These are hol dovers from
the past.

Qur first president, George Washington, set the tone of what Anerica should be when
he visited the first Jewi sh synagogue in Newport and told themthat they were wel cone
to this country and had shown thensel ves to be very good citizens.

Washi ngton also freed his slaves in his will. But not all Americans had his
character, not even his best friends and col | eagues. Abigail Adans, w fe of future
presi dent John Adans, wote to her husband as the Constitution was being created:
"Renmenber the ladies." He and his fellow founders did not remenber the | adies. That
took nore than another century to even give wonen the vote.

Al nost every group of immgrants, if they came in |arge nunbers, faced bigotry. The
Irish were told: "No Irish need apply" for jobs other than railway |abor and
housemai ds. It took decades before that ended.

Italians were called "Wps" (wthout papers) and a crimnal cartel of Italians, the
Mafia, intimdated and protected Italians and then extorted protecti on noney from
them Qualified Italians running for office, until recently, faced Mafia questions
fromreluctant voters. Now being Italian and Catholic is an advantage, not an

i mpedi ment .

Jewi sh imrgration was in waves. The first were fl eeing the Spanish Inquisition, and
were wel comed to New Anst erdam (now New York), despite the prejudice of their
governor, with orders fromthe hone country. Holland rewarded Jew sh pirates for
capturing the Spanish Armada and towing all the gold and silver to Anmsterdam
Rel i gi ons freedomwas their reward.

The flood of Jewish imrgrants fleeing the Russian Enpire were initially not

wel conmed. Qut of this penniless and uneducated rabble, thanks to the American schoo
system and earlier-arrived Gernman Jew sh benefactors, Jews rose to great heights in
Ameri can society in just one generation

Jews who nanaged to escape Gernmany before war broke out enriched Holl ywood novies,
concert halls, and acadene. Consider what we owe Al bert Einstein

Sone immigrants came fromcountries with terrible cultural experiences (class and
caste systens) and first-generation arrivals often replicated what they knew from
their honel ands. However, their children usually adopt the American nodel of good
citizenship.



When the mid-century wormen?s |iberation noverment began, wonen noved beyond teacher
secretary, or nurse into the full range of corporate and other jobs. Sone were
unqual i fi ed, which gave m sogynists amrunition. Today, wonen are now mayors,
governors, and even our Vice President. Soneday a woman nmay actually becone

presi dent.

We Anmericans are doing better. W are probing our unconsci ous biases and identifying
our historic ones. Acknow edging the tenacity of prejudice is a good start.
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