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When the Soviet Union collapsed, the Cold War ended with the United States the

Wi nner. Pundits worried about the world with just one superpower, but for a time our
nodel of representative government and free nmarket economcs inspired nuch of the
world to give it a try.

Russi a energed naked fromits collapse, nmost of its forner captive enpire declaring

i ndependence. But it didn\222t take long for the Russians to re-take its Central Asian
col oni es by placing Soviet-trained authoritarians to head them And Russia itself

still extended over 11 time zones, all across northern Asia to the Pacific.

After a short period of attenpts to join the rest of the western world with

el ections, free press, and free econony, it appeared that Russian society was not
ready. A former KGB officer, VMladimr Putin, took over the rule of his country,
surrounded hinmself with others of the sane background, and began the process of
robbing the country blind and step by step disabling the new western institutions.
But he al so reestablished order, which npst Russians desperately wanted.

At that time, nobody could see that Putin would beconme a virtual President for Life
by intimdating the parlianent, planting rubber-stanmp judges, and nurdering
journalists. This "republic,” including its very conservative religion, resenbles the
ol d Russian Enpire nore than the former Soviet Union

A igarchs have replaced the fornmer nobility. However, there isn\222t even the pretense
of restoring the ideals of the Conmuni st Soviet Union. Comruni smhas always had the
pretense of a just system of equality, although it never had the practice.

Putin, always vindictive, knows that his country is in big trouble. The population is
declining, even nore because of his mishandling of COVID 19. Russia\222s only exports of
val ue are petrochem cals, prinmarily gas. Soon even that product will be replaced by
non-pol l uting energy. Hi s econony is notoriously bad, with perhaps half the
transactions under the table for ordinary people. Russia shows no signs of thriving.

Putin\222s spiteful response is to get even with the US and Europe by attacking our
denocraci es. He has one very inexpensive tool: the criminal conputer hacki ng gangs

(who undoubt edl y make ki ckbacks to him. He uses the hacking and conput er-generat ed
conspiracy theories to sow dissention\227an old practice that dates back to the Russian
Enpi re, whose secret police originated that gane (disinformation).

The New Russian Cold War has achi eved a nunber of objectives: undernining the new and
wobbl y denocraci es of Pol and and Hungary, which are now grow ng autocracies. He
tricked the British into withdrawing fromthe EU (Brexit), to the detrinent of both
the UK and EU. And he patiently cultivated Donald Trunp all the way from beauty
pageant days through his run for President and played on Trunp\222s hunger for
admiration to use himas an asset in the Wite House. Let us renenber that al nost
every foreign policy initiative during the Trunp presidency was on Putin\222s priority
[ist, not ours.

Putin has sown division and di ssent, damaged the free press, the judiciary, and even
the Intelligence agencies in the US and Europe. He has fonented conspiracy theories
agai nst science, turning the nost gullible anmong us into angry arned
proto-insurgents. Unfortunately for him this anti-science canpaign is also killing
the Russians who stupidly distrust the COVID vacci nati on and nmaski ng.

Most dangerous of all, he has done what has never been done in America\222s history:
cast suspicion on our voting system the bedrock of denobcracy. Through his continued
support for his puppet, Trunp, he has even nanaged to defang his ol dest eneny, the
Republ i can Party. They cower and abet Putin\222s canmpaign to flatter Trunp.

Lest you think that | give Putin too much credit, Andrew McCabe, Janes C apper, John
O Brennan, Ml com Nance, and Janes Coney, Intelligence Professionals, have witten
books that describe the Intelligence Conmunity\222s battles agai nst both Russian
crimnal gangs and Putin\222s cl andestine mani pul ati on of the Wite House.

For mer Anmbassador M chael MFaul saw Putin up close; journalists and historians
Whodwar d and Costa docunmented the Putin-Trunmp connection. And in Mdnight in
Washi ngt on, Adam Schiff covers the near catastrophe in the insurgency on January 6,
when Trunp incited this coup attenpt.
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