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Last week, this colum explored M adimr Putin\222s role in destabilizing denocracies.
We have our own hone-grown anarchist: Steve Bannon, who has gleefully fonmented chaos
both here and in Europe.

Anar chy cannot get far because its very structure relies on no rules: selfishness
does not organi ze. When the goal is to destroy governments, there is nothing to

repl ace one order with another. Devoted anarchi sts have al ways fantasi zed about a
brave new world that will enmerge after the destruction of the bad old one. However,
they have little evidence of that in history. On the contrary, the pendul um generally
swi ngs to dictatorship instead.

Bannon is a strange contradiction: a mllionaire nedia executive, successfu

i nvest nent banker, filmmaker, and founder of a far-right newspaper, Breitbart. He
al so had served for seven years in the late 1970s and early 1980s as an officer in
the US Navy. This doesn\222t appear to be the resune of an anarchist, which he npst
certainly became shortly before and after becom ng the chief strategist for Donald
Trunp during his first seven months in office

Bannon\ 222s relationship with Trunp is also odd: at once the behind-the-scenes devi
encour agi ng Trunp\222s worst instincts and yet, when Bannon started getting too much
nedia attention (TIME cover), Trunmp fired him They have had a | ove/ hate rel ationship
ever since.

Thi s anarchy ideol ogue sowed his poison around the world, advising nunerous
authoritarian political novenents and pronoting the unfortunate canpaign for Britain
to leave the EU. H s nethod was to help destroy legitimate political parties and al
the nores and traditions that had guided them transfornming theminto political cults
t hat wor shi pped bl owhard dictators (Philippines, Brazil, Poland, Hungary, and US).
There wasn\ 222t a right-wing proto-fascist party in Europe that he didn\222t support.

When he bullied his way into the Trunp canmp, he set about his agenda of dismantling
as many denocratic protections as he could, starting with the press. "The nedia is
the opposition party,"” he said. He then partnered with sone of the worst white
extrem sts, among them Stephen MIler, to design Trump\222s program of attacking

i mm gration, maligning H spanics, Miuslins, and Syrian refugees. He then went after
the judiciary (judges with Hi spanic nanes), and then a canpaign of firing Inspectors
General (including the Defense Departnent), replacing themw th "acting" officials,
of ten Trunp\222s own hacks.

The Anti-Defamati on League accused himof being a White Suprenacist anti-Semte, and
169 Denocratic House Representatives urged then President-El ect Trunp not to give
Bannon the job of political advisor, a post that didn\222t require Senate confirmation.
O course, Trunp did not listen. His admi nistration veered dangerously toward the
ultra-right White Suprem st thugs when Trunp declared them "fine people" after the
Charlottesville attack. They then served as January 6 stormtroopers.

His final caper was a crimnal enterprise to create a populist fund- raising camnpaign
to "build the wall" (Trunp\222s fail ed Mexican border wall project). In August 2020,
Bannon and three others were arrested and charged with conspiracy to comrmit nail
fraud and noney | aundering. They used the noney for thenselves. Before they could go
to trial, Trunp abused his pardon power once nore and pardoned Bannon

But it looks as if his crine spree is about to reap punishment. First, his Twitter
account was pernanently suspended after he urged that Dr. Fauci (national health
director) and Christopher Way (FBI) should be "beheaded."

A Congressional comrittee is investigating the attenpted coup that incited the nmob to
i nvade Congress on January 6. This nob was sumoned to prevent Congress fromtheir

| egal validation of the presidential election. The Committee has subpoenaed a numnber
of people who were conspiring with President Trunp to carry out this coup. Bannon was
one of them He was present at the neeting the night before the siege (January 5)
where Trump\ 222s cadre planned the event.

It is no secret that Bannon openly considers Vladinmir Putin to be an ally in the
support of right-wing nationalismand destruction of |iberal denocracy. Both hel ped
Trunp be el ected.



He has been held in contenmpt of Congress when he refused to obey the subpoena. But
this time, he has no president to pardon himwhen he is sent to jail
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