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Last week, we discussed a danger to Denocracy: a flood of disinfornmation.

Di sinformation is not misinformation (not getting it right): it is deliberate |ying.
Whoopy Col dberg was mi si nforned when she said the Hol ocaust was a religious, not

raci al issue, and that Jews are Wiite. However, the Nazis considered it a racia

i ssue. They didn\221t care if a Jew was practicing their religion or not; they believed
in "blood" identity, and were willing to trace Jewi sh origins for severa

gener ati ons.

Disinformation is lying. The Anti-Vaxers spout bal oney that vaccinations inplant
conputer chips to control mnds, or are an evil governnent plot to poison recipients.
The ignorant are ready to believe anything nasty about governnent, but the sowers of
these lies know exactly what they are doing. Fox News and other pretend news services
do not do news. They do entertai nnent and nmake up news. These hypocrites are fully
vacci nated but egg on the ignorant with |ies about vaccination

El ection |l oser, Donald Trunp, is endlessly lying to his followers that the election
was fake and that his victory was stolen fromhim But |ike all authoritarians or
wanabe dictators around the world, he knows that if you lie loudly and repeatedly,
the stupid will believe you. They believed himso nuch that they were ready to take
over the Capital and Ilynch el ected | awmakers. These del uded dupes are now going to
prison.

| recently wote a colum on the weaponization of words, words that are "dog

whi stl es" (hidden nessages) of racial and class hatreds. One reader responded that |
was a dupe of the "lying nmainstream nedia" (a Donald Trunp "eneny") and that she got
the real truth from Tucker Carlson at Fox News, whom she nistakes for a journalist.
He is an entertainer, as was the |late Rush Linbaugh, whose rants were directed at the
educat ed, experts, and "uppity wonen" (he called them Fem Nazis). Wth these choices
for authority, she sees "Miinstreant as false and believes "alternate facts" instead.

It seems that this wonan does not know what the Miinstream Media is, howits

i nvestigations and reporting are done, and what are the credentials of reliable
sources. Many otherw se good people formerly respected authorities, their elected
government, and the dedicated civil servants that make denocracy work.

There have al ways been outliers, a small nunber of stubborn skeptics of anything
official, but the danger to our country today is that this sector has burgeoned to
about one-third of the population. They are still a minority, but many are very
dangerous and threaten viol ence.

So here is ny brief tutorial on how one finds reliable sources for information, how
we know they are reliable, and how to support these new resources to undo the damage
of the |ying denagogues spew ng hate and ni strust.

The Mainstream Media is not a single entity, but it is a fraternity of journalists
with the sane professional training. They are taught as journalists that their duty
is to speak truth to power and informthe public accordingly.

In China and Russia, speaking truth to power gets a journalist |ocked up or nurdered.
I n denocracies, those in power know that they are bei ng watched and their work

anal yzed. Because of our free press, we suffer |less fromcorruption than banana
republics or strongman governnments. In Russia, half the econony is under-the-table
bribery or barter. Ask refugees fromthat country if this is so.

A new factchecking service on Internet is NewsGuardTech.com It is run by trained
journalists with no axes to grind. They offer their biographies for all to see. A
strong "ethics and conflict of interest policy" is transparent and avail abl e. Anot her
source is: The Factual. Both are excellent.

They rate nost news and information sites in the US, UK, Canada, France, Germany, and
Italy. News sources analysis is their only business, and depends on being trustworthy
and reliable.

Ameri can high schools are starting to teach students to use a nonprofit called the
News Literacy Project to assess news articles credibility.

The weekly CNN program "Reliable Sources,” is run by one of the NewsGuardTech



founders. Check it out.
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