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The January 6th Congressional hearings have provided us with an inmportant new way to
| ook at politics. W have | ong been fixated on the policies that true believers in
each party support, a fixation that nmakes governnent difficult, if not inpossible.

Since Newt G ngrich, House Speaker in 1995-99, declared that Denpcrats were the
eneny, not their colleagues and competitors in governing, we have norphed into a

di vided country. Gone are the days that Congressmen and Senators could work jointly
across the aisle to acconplish sone |legislation that could benefit the country. To
nmake natters worse, the winning party has a narrow majority in the Senate, which is
exploited by a Senate Rule (arbitrary), the filibuster, requiring 60 votes to pass a
nmeasure, not the 51 of sinple majority.

It has been 50 years since another crimnal president, R chard N xon, attenpted to
tamper with an election, and he was driven fromoffice by his own party and minority
Denocrats. Qur recent crimnal president, Donald J. Trunp, went even further by
tanmpering with our nost sacred denocratic institution, free and fair el ections,
denocracy itself.

The Denocratic majority in Congress inpeached himtw ce, but the Senate with a slim
nmajority of Denocrats was only able to secure ten Republicans to join themin
renovi ng hi m permanently frompublic office. They woul d have needed a two-third
majority for such an inmportant action

Trunp shanel essly refused to accept defeat, claim ng that the el ecti on was

fraudul ent, and that he had really won. H's devoted followers believed this big lie,
despite all evidence to the contrary. His inner circle told himhe had | ost the

el ection and that the accusation of fraud was a lie. He took his conplaint to
nunerous |law courts around the country and lost in each one.

He then resorted to violence, stirring up his angry followers and enlisting the help
of armed mlitia thugs to stage a coup, designed to prevent the orderly process of
successi on. On January 6, 2021, the date in which votes fromall the states would be
opened and the wi nner of the election officially confirmed, the Trunp nobs attacked
Congress, threatening the lives of Vice President Pence and all Denocratic

| egi slators they hoped to find. This was to be a | ynching.

No thanks to President Trunp, who watched gleefully at the White House, the nob

al nost succeeded while he did nothing. Vice President Mke Pence stepped in and
called the National Guard and other help, refused relentless pressure from Trunp to
send the votes back to the states, and remained in seclusion until order was restored
and then |l ed the process of opening the votes and recogni zing the election of Joe

Bi den.

Pence was an enbarrassnment as Vice President, obediently serving Trunp?s every
outrage. A pious nman, he nonethel ess overl ooked Trunp?s adm ssion on tape that he
liked to grab wonmen?s private parts because "I ama star, and they let nme." Pence
never criticized Trunp?s streamof |ies, boasts, outrages, and failures as president.
We do not know how Pence felt privately, but his public performance was sad.

The January 6 Committee has provided the country with a brilliant comentary of the
events that led up to the January 6 Insurgency. Despite the decision of the
Republ i cans in Congress not to cooperate, two of themdid: Liz Cheney and Adam

Ki nzi nger, who decided that principles were nore inmportant than politics.

Wt nesses, docunents, and videos unfolded the trajectory of this nightmare. Mst of
the witnesses, officials in Trunp?s circle, Trunp?s children, his | awers, and

di stingui shed conservative judges, all testified. They were Republicans whose
policies would be anathema to nme, yet as nen and wonen of principle, they served
denocr acy.

M ke Pence was a hero for one day. Although he has not testified hinself, his team
testified to the endl ess pressure, shouting, nagging, and Trunp?s threats, denmanding
that he violate the constitution and overturn the election. Mbs bellowed to Iynch
Pence, but he stood firmand carried out his duties. He has not shown the sane
courage since then.

Conservative policies can be debated, but honorable principles cannot be. Denocracy
cannot survive without it.
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