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The Republican "Base," the followers of Donald Trunp, are scornful of "elites," by
whi ch they nmean educated. Elites once included the rich and powerful, but these
cat egori es don\222t bother the true believers as nmuch as the "intellectuals."

Critical Race Theory (CRT) is the product of schol ar-advocates in the 1970s and 1980s
at university level, who were interested in exploring how |law and ot her forns of
public policy could secure and protect civil rights, yet sinmultaneously codify racia
di scrimnations and hierarchy.

The purpose of such studies was to open di scussions and debates over how Anerican
institutions have contributed to the Black citizens\222 lag in enjoying equal civi
rights in our society. It was nost certainly not a platformfor brai nwashing

el ementary school children into being ashaned of their white ancestors ensl aving
bl ack people, as the MAGA ent husi asts fear.

Politicians have frightened voters that el ementary schools are making white students
ashaned of being white and bl ack students resentful. School teachers, already
exhausted by the COVID pandenic and teaching renpotely, are now resuning their
teaching, finding children insecure and danaged by their enforced hone schooli ng.

Teachers are now under attack at parent neetings by ignorant and viol ent advocates of
renoving all references to the bl ack experience fromteaching history or literature,
books nmpbst of them have never read thenselves. Critical Race Theory has been
deliberately falsified and used as a cudgel to curry GOP votes.

It is inmpossible to ignore the reality of black experiences in today\222s Arerica. It is
a mxed picture. The educated have enbraced Bl ack professionals as coll eagues, as we

see in government, journalism the nilitary, the sciences, and | aw. Even ordinary

VWi te Americans have grown accustoned to seeing TV commercials in which people of

color and Wiite individuals socialize, intermarry, and appear to share the sane

cultural values. In addition, sports and entertai nment have nostly integrated, with

none of the nasty reactions when color barriers were first breached. (Think of Jackie
Robi nson in Baseball, for exanple.)

But total equality is not yet a reality in many areas of Bl ack experience. W stil
have troubled inner cities, worse health outcones, |lower |ife expectancy, poorer
school s, food deserts, and red-lining real estate barriers to accunul ating wealth.
"Driving while Black" is a reality for many, stopped and harshly interrogated by sone
police officers.

Critical Race Theory proposes four tenets:

Tenet 1: Race is a social concept, not a scientific reality. Human beings are one
singl e species, characterized by the possibility of intermarriage and child bearing
regardl ess of skin color or hair quality.

Tenet 2: Racism (antipathy toward those with particular skin color or sometines
religion), is areality. Racismis particularly perpetuated through social processes
(education, health, justice, economics) and | earned antipathy toward those seeni ngly
"different" fromthensel ves.

Tenet 3: Because the differential treatnment of individuals based upon racia
classification is enbedded within social systens and institutions\227including public
policy and | aw 227raci smis comonpl ace rather than rare and aberrant. It is a rea

t hi ng.

Tenet 4: CRT rightly asserts that there is a need to better represent in research,
the media, and policy advocacy and reformwork on how racismin all of its

mani festations is experienced by people in ways that matter, including consequences

i n physical and nental health.

In sum CRT provides a framework for unpacki ng and understanding the fact that racia
di fferences have inportant social outcomes, including illness, |ife expectancy, and
other health indicators that persist in the United States and other societies,
despite advances in civil rights.

Equality before the | aw, where the | aw doesn\222t care who\222s standi ng before them
what ever their skin color, their ethnicity, their national origin, or gender, is a
bedrock principle to achieving a society where fairness is going to happen



This is heavy stuff, unlike materials taught in el enentary and high schools. However,
it is not a dangerous thing to expose all children to the stories and histories of
all of us who are now Anericans. Walking in the shoes of others is always a good way
to pronote the sort of enpathy and ki ndness we would like in our future citizens.
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