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The United States has enjoyed a prol onged denocracy thanks to divided rule: three
equal institutions: Adm nistration, Congress, and Suprenme Court. Each of these
institutions have problematic periods in our history, but rarely at the same tine.
Today, all three need considerable reformif our government is to continue to be a
beacon to the world.

Pr esi dency.

The el ection systemfor president is suffering froma poorly performng Primary

El ection system Qur first president, CGeorge Washi ngton, was sel ected by the educated
elites, unani mously, who recogni zed General George Washi ngton as the new country\222s
nost outstanding citizen: a nman who denonstrated good judgenent, courage, and no
desire for pernmanent power.

He set the tone of citizen-president by calling hinmself "M ster President,"” not Your
H ghness, or other British terms of royalty. He satisfied hinself with only two terns
of four-years each in office, returning to his plantation, |ike the ancient Roman

Ci nci nnatus, appointed tenporary dictator, who returned to his farm when the
emergency was over. This was a one-tinme nodel of patriotismrather than politica

anbi tion.

The rest of our presidents were | ess unselfish, but we bunbled through with a few
great |eaders and many nedi ocre ones, and only two or three really bad ones. W had
two other institutions besides the presidency to govern us.

Congress

Congress has a nuch nore checkered history, flawed fromthe start by our founders not
trusting to majority rule. They feared populism and devised a senate (like the Roman
senate) to cool populist fervor. The problemwas this was not denocratic. It gave
equal power to two senators from each state, regardl ess of popul ation size, which
greatly di m ni shed our one-nman-one-vote ideals.

Even t he House of Representatives, our nore denocratic institution, suffered from
power of only Wite nen, depriving women and sl aves (of course) fromparticipation in
governance until alnmost two centuries later. The differences anbng the states was

al so a problem

Sone states had popul ati ons nore educated and urban, while others were nore rural
conservative, and | ess educated. This probl em was behind the great schism the G vi
War, over the issue of slavery, our original sin. But even after that war, our
denocracy was damaged by the undue and undenocratic nature of rural Anmerica, which
still plagues us.

Suprene Court

Qur judicial systemis presided over by a Suprenme Court, whose nenbershi p nunber has
varied fromfive to nine nmenbers, appointed by el ected presidents. Beneath the
Supreme Court is a range of federal courts, menbers appointed by presidents and
confirmed by Congress. In addition are State Courts, nodeled after the federal court
system but only as good as the states thensel ves.

The entire American denocracy is dependent on this separation of powers, and hope
that a Supreme Court will be above partisan considerations. The first Court failure
was under President Andrew Jackson, who deliberately di sobeyed the Court order to
cease his genocide of Native Anericans. Next was the Court\222s terrible decision to
back a Congressional |aw about returning runaway slaves to their nmasters, just before
the Gvil War broke out.

After decades of respect for a well-functioning Suprene Court, the Court is now
grossly out of bal ance and exceedingly partisan. Their worst decisions have unduly
enmpower ed dark noney (Citizens United), deciding a presidential election---giving
power to a candi date w thout popul ar mandate, ending a ban on weapons of war in favor
of the badly understood second amendnent, and cancelling a hal f-century old
protection of wonen\222s privacy and rights to abortion

Added to this are the actions of one justice, Carence Thomas, who is boldly corrupt,
bought and paid for by a partisan billionaire. Unfortunately, he is not the only one.
Several have w ves receiving unsavory noney.



Al'l Anerican courts, other than the Supreme Court, have ethics codes and bad behavi or
by judges have renoved them by i nmpeachment or resignation. The Suprenme Court does not
have such an ethics code, or any system of accountability.

We now have our three major institutions badly in need of a new constitutiona
convention to fix themall. Qur government is designed to reformslowy, but it
eventual ly comes through for us, if we care enough

684 words

Lai na Farhat-Hol zman is a historian, |ecturer, and author of "How Do You Know That ?
Contact her at Lfarhatl102@mail.com or www. gl obal t hi nk. net .



