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This columm should be directed to the Governor of Florida, whose know edge of slavery
reflects his defective education. Slavery was never of benefit to the slaves. This is
also witten to enlarge the view of slavery as a human institution, not just the

Bl ack slavery in the New Wrl d.

Hunt er/ Gat herers, M gration

Qur earliest ancestors survived by cooperation. The nmen (and sone wonen) hunted, but
the nmain diet was provided by wonen, who gathered edi ble foods, fish, birds, and
herbs that were the first medicines. Men made tools and arrowheads, wonen sewed skins
into clothing and were the first weavers. Slavery was not part of their need. They
had all they could do to keep wormen alive for childbirth, elder care, and as heal ers.
Clans met periodically to trade and for exchanges of mates to prevent i nbreeding.

Agricul tural Age

When migrators learned to save seeds and plant them and tane animals for food and
transportation, agriculture and settled villages were born. These small ventures did
not need slaves. But as villages grewto towns and cities, |abor was needed for
agriculture, irrigation projects, mning for nmetal and gens, and rowers for merchant
ships. Warfare and piracy provided captured | abor, male slaves for nuscle work and
worren for donestic | abor and chil dbeari ng.

The Hebrew Revol ution

The Jewi sh tribes were no different than other ancient tribes until the devel opnent
of the Hebrew code of laws, the first bible. The | aw mandated that all mnale slaves be
emanci pated every seven years (the origin of the Sabbatical). Wnen slaves who bore
children to their masters were not enmanci pated.

Uni versality of Slavery
Al civilizations fromantiquity, Roman, G eek, |ndian, Chinese, and independently
New World empires of Incas, Aztecs, and even tribal groups, used slaves captured in
war, both nen and wonen.

Medi eval Christianity

The early Christians abhorred slavery and as they took over Rome, they attenpted to
end it. However, Medieval econonmies after the fall of Rome, created a new system
Serfdom This differed from personal slavery to a system of peasants bound to the

| and of each | andowner.

Bl ack Pl ague

The Buboni c pl ague swept Eurasia, from China to France and Engl and, killing al nost 50
percent of the world?s population, primarily the poor and underfed workers and serfs.
A severe | abor shortage prompted serfs and | aborers to run away to urban areas where
their | abor was needed. Since slaves and serfs were nostly the sane race as their
nmasters, they could not be identified.

Africa

Africa had the same system of slavery as Eurasia: captives of warfare. Their sl aves
could run away, being racially the same as their masters. But then Europe discovered
that Africa was the one place that the Plague had not reached, and the history of

Bl ack sl avery began. It should be noted that Black tribal rulers had a lively
business in selling their own people to the European sl ave traders.

The New World

The vast majority of Black slaves were sold to Brazil by the Portuguese. The rest
went to the Caribbean and North Anmerica. This history is well known for its brutality
to nale | abor and fenal e breeders. Revolts were brutally put down, and an entire
intellectual rationalization of racial inferiority began and was enforced.

Emanci pati on

The first emanci pati on nmovenents began with Quaker intellectuals in 19th century
Engl and. The novenent grew and becane law in 1832 in the British enpire and 1864 in
America after a Civil War. The last country to emanci pate nal e sl aves was Saud
Arabia during the early 1950s, when the United Nations forced them Wnen in Saud
Arabia are still technically slaves who require nale oversight.

The Renmi ni ng Sl aves
Worren were the first slaves 10,000 years ago, and continue to be slaves under the
status of w ves, who are still property in Muslimmajority countries. It is only



recently that wonmen were enmanci pated in Anerica and Europe under law frommarita
slavery to social and political equality.

Worren still suffer from abuse, rape, deprivation, and scorn as a leftover fromthe
past. There is a great divide between upper class wonen everywhere and the rest of
worren. W have nuch nore to do
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