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Lately the news has been filled with dire reports about the strength of China as an
adversary and the always |oonming threat of Russia. It is certainly true that both are
active with hostile nmoves today. Both are dictatorships and both are engaged in
efforts to damage the liberal denocracies, the US, western Europe, Japan, Australia,
New Zeal and, and the illiberal denocracies (Hungary, Latin Anerica, Africa).

One bit of good news: one illiberal denocracy, Poland, recently had an el ection that
repl aced the radical right parlianment with |iberal denocrats.

How powerful are these adversaries over the long tern? Let\222s start wi th China.

Denogr aphi cs:

Chi na\ 222s popul ation is crashing because of their one child policy. Wat nakes it worse
is that in choosing one child, the Chinese prefer boys, which worsens their

mal e/ f emal e percentages and al so rai ses nedi an age. The working popul ation is

shrinking and there is no one to care for the growi ng geriatrics popul ation

Aut horitarians are always hostile to the world\222s nodern trends: equality for wonen,
equal ity for gender differences, openness to new i deas. Educated Chi nese wonen are
| eavi ng when they can.

Envi ronment al Probl ens:

Chi na\ 222s main rivers, the Yangtze, Yellow, and Mekong get their water fromthe Ti betan
glaciers, which are nelting faster than any others. Those rivers are not reaching the
Pacific in the deltas that they used to. |In addition, they are exceedingly

contami nated with industrial waste.

The Hi mal ayan glaciers are in neltdown al so, creating floods in India and South Asia,
along with eventual river loss. This can cause political trouble between these
countries and China. Al so, Chinese farners are noving into Siberia where there is
still water. This will cause conflict between Russia and China. Russia wll |ose.

Political Problens and Instability:

The growing Mddle Cass in China, an element of Chinese success, is becoming tired
of their Communi st dictatorship. They resent having no input into how they are
governed, and when m stakes are made that affect their lives, people now grunble.
Soon it will be nore than grunbling.

Cabi net menbers are being renmoved and jail ed.

Russi a:

Russia, now a virtual dictatorship of Putin, has been in a death run for sone tine
now. They suffer popul ation crash, not by governnent edict, but because wonen don\ 222t
want to give birth to nore than one child.

They have not hing but hydro-chemicals to sell, and the world is nmoving toward ot her
energy sources to fight global warm ng. Russia\222s central Asian plateau is facing
i ncreasing tenperatures and desertification

The | argest countries in trouble are all autocracies or illiberal denocracies (people
vote in rigged elections) and all of them Russia, China, India, Pakistan, are
nucl ear powers. This is a powder keg.

We in the west are awake to Chi nese chall enges, and we nust al so consider their bleak
futures.

Qur own Probl ens

We in the United States have nore successes in nodernizing than failures, but we have
problems too. Qur nost serious problemis mnority rule, political maneuvering that
gi ves power to radical conservatives in Congress, state governnents, and Suprene
Court.

The majority of Anmericans are deprived of what nost want: conplete revision of gun
usage and availability, universal nedical care, and liberalization of socia
equality. W want freedomfromreligious control, and |egislation based on science,
not faith.



We are out of step with all the other |iberal denocracies, a problemthat can be
fixed if the majority vote

Today we suffer fromviolence in the streets, donestic terrorismand nass shooti ngs,
and exposure to false information and conspiracy theories. Citizens do not know who
to believe.

Qur mnority rulers refuse to deal with gun viol ence, separation of church and state,
and social equality. The bible is not the constitution, and never was. Mnority rule
is not representative governnent. W nust vote the out of office.

These problens can be addressed, unlike the problens of China and Russia. They are up
to us, the educated and good citizens, to nake our country truly representative and

progressive. Termlimts for Senate and court judges, professional state voting maps,
end to second anendnent.

We can vote for these changes and save our denocracy. Qur adversaries cannot.
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