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This country has always had a problemw th integrating inmgrants or absorbing forner
sl aves and Native Anericans. The ongoi ng argunents are about the best way to enbrace
these people into the American nelting pot. The problemwas particularly great in the
19th century, when ugly solutions were practiced.

The first immgration difficulties were with the Irish, who flocked here starving
because of the potato famne in Ireland. W did not wel cone themkindly. For sone
years, they were treated as if they were | ess than human, being poor, Catholic, and
def ensel ess. "No Irish need apply" for jobs, other than house maids and nuscle in
bui I di ng our railroads.

But over time, the Irish inmgrants established urban power in policing, politica
clout, and charm They becane a loved nminority.

Italians went through the same process: fromdisliked to now very much a powerful
mnority. The Chinese were extremely abused to the point of exclusion for sone years.

The Japanese certainly were abused and sent to canps during World War 1, for no
reason at all. But now both Asian minorities are conpletely integrated by nost
Aneri cans.

Jews arrived in two waves: German Jews in the mid-19th century who were val uabl e as
peddl ers needed by the expandi ng Anerican popul ati on. They soon were educated, many
with distinction, and they played an inportant role in integrating the dirt-poor wave
of Jewish immgrants fromthe Russian Enpire. They opened settlenment houses and
taught Jewi sh wonan how to becone American. The results were within that first
generation, with a flood of Jews with professional college degrees: doctors, |awers,
scientists, and entertainers.

For all these eventual successful integrations, two groups suffered greatly:

emanci pated sl aves and Native Americans. They were not left to integrate thenselves,

but faced viol ence and deliberate national policies which nmade probl ens worse. Qur

Bl ack popul ation faced the horrors of Southern hate groups (KKK), police, real estate
rul es depriving themof equal housing, and when good schools for Black children were

successful, thugs torched them

But we are now seeing sonme success: educated Black citizens are thriving in every
occupation, and we even had the first Black president, who was a nodel of what a
President should be. It is slow, but progress.

The Native Americans faced a thorny divided governnent problem initially horrific.
CGenoci des, extermnation of their primary food, the buffalo, and internment in
reservations.

How to acculturate theminto the American mainstreamwas the other debate: first
abducting children and forcing theminto Indian schools where they were forbidden any
access to their native | anguages and tribal traditions. The motif was "kill the

I ndi an and save the child." These schools were a horror, which Native Anericans
cannot forget.

Unli ke other minorities, such as the immgrants, they were not allowed to renain at
home in their tribes where they could receive American schooling yet not |ose their
famly and tribal ties, as all other immgrants were allowed to do.

Sonehow sonme managed to be conpletely integrated into American society and becone
success stories. One such was Mary Gol da Ross, the first Native Anerican fenal e

engi neer. She was also the first female engineer in the history of the Lockheed

Cor poration. She worked at Lockheed from 1942 until her retirenent in 1973, where she
was best renenbered for her work on aerospace design

But one wonders what she had to give up? A recent PBS program "Little Bird," traces
the story of one Canadi an Native Anerican, stolen fromher fam |y and brought up in a
Canadi an househol d. She becane totally integrated, was in |aw school, and about to
marry a doctor when she began having fl ashbacks of the horrors of her initia

ki dnappi ng and adopti on conpletely out of her culture. Her pain was pal pable, noving
her to find her mssing famly.

Europe is now having a simlar problemw th integrating a flood of Mislimrefugees.



There is only one way to do this, create settlement houses where women can be
educated in the nores, values, and practical child-rearing best practices. This nust
be voluntary. It frees the wonmen too, always a problemw th traditional societies.

Haters anobng us are no |longer a nmgjority.
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